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丁he purpose for which the Frankston Baseba= Club has been established is:

Tb promote, rePreSent and encou「age the game of baseba= and to provide

recreationai activities fo「 the benefit of its members and the community‘
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President’s Message

I suppose血at it would be reasonat)1e to say血at I

WaS bom into and grew up a=he Frankston
Baseball Club.血the year血at I was bom血e

Club’s executive comprised my Grandfather as

President and my fa血er as Secretary

Perhaps it was only by coincidence that the

Treasurer was presented with the additional

responsibility of becoming my Godfather.

Tb a large extent血e Frankston Baseball Club

WaS血e backyard for血e young O’Brien family

much to the delight of my bro血er and myself.

I have many fond memories of血e Club in血ose

days some of which are r∞Orded in this book and

Others which are revived as a con§equenCe Of its

Publication" In a similar way I am sure that for
many of its readers this book will bring back happy

memories of their association with the Club.

血this regard I extend on behalf of all past and

PreSent members sincere appreciation and con-

gratulations to Ian Purchase as血e au血or of this

fine publication. Ian has spent many hours in re-

§eaching, COmPiling data and piecing together the

material contained in this document which is in-

deed a fitting tribute to his enomous e徹)rt.
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Earliest BeginnmgS
●

Baseball and crickct are cIosely related spor[s, bo血

historically and in血e range of skills required. It is

血erefore not too surprising that血e Frankston

Baseball Club originated from血e desire of mem-

bers of血e Frankston Cricket Club (est. 1880) to

improve血eir cricke血g skills by e§tablishing a

baseball club.

Baschau was played in VIctoria as far back as

1856, the participants being Americans, Who had

migrated here in血e rush for gold. The game really

began in Australia after A.G・ Sウa肋ng雷’’All

Americas一一tour of December 1888.

The Victorian Baseball League was fomed in

1880 with mai血y metropolitan clubs as members.

In 193 1 the Dandenong Baschall Association was

established and the Victori:m Provincial Baseball

League was fomed at a meeting in Ballarat in

1938.

The 40’s was a decade of extreme disruption

血roughout血e world - eVen those few nations

fortunate enough not to be invoIved in the global

COnflict could not escape its secondary e飾ects of

food and material shortages as traditional sup-

Plies dried up. In Australia, it was a time ofgrave
fear as our troops served overseas.

Yet Australia remained ”血e lucky country”, for

no invaders landed. Rebuilding of血e nation com-

II記nCed in血e posトWar Part Of血e decade despite

industrial unrest, im皿igration concem§, and血e

introduction of血e 40 hour working w∞k.

Frankston was booming: land was cheap and

WOkers could commute to血e new manufacturing

areas, eSPeCially near Dandenong, While living

near血e sea. The electric train to Frankston gave

血e town a m勾Or advantage over o血er parts of血e

Peninsula served by血e far sIower, and dirtier,

Steam trains. As a result of an increase in families,

Created by record birth rates, Frankston became a

favourite suburb for young families desperately

Wanting suitable housing.

Despite national and local developments, SPOrL

ing organisations continued to grow and the

Frankston B aseball Club was fomally established

at a meedng on 24 March. 1945. The fo1lowing

O]臨ce-bearers were elected:

President J , Beatty

Secretary什reasure「　　　　E. Johnson

DeIegate/Pub=city O櫛cer N.V丁W棚ams

P「actice Coach K. Lovitl

As wo山d be expected, Pioneering a new sport

On血e Peninsula was not an easy task for Club

O飾cials. En血usiasm was high but many players

Were inexperienced in血e rudiments of血e gane.

It血erefore took some time for血e experienced

Players to ’show血e way’to血e many youngsters

keen to play competitive baseball.

Prior to血e inaugural meeting,血e Club had

SuCCeSSfully applied to be ad皿itted to the Vic-

torian Baseball Association competition. As a

newcomer to baseball, the Club wa§ included in
”G’’Grade and competed against such clubs as

Williamstown. Port Melboume, Hawthom,
Newport and Prestige.

The first practice match was held on 7 April

at the Cranboume Road Reserve against

Footscray Technical SchooI Old Boys team.

De§Pite lack of match practice and the fact that

FTSOB were a far more experienced team,

Frankston did well to score five調nS against血e

OPPOSition’s four[een.

The opening match of血e 1945 season wa§ nOt

a successful one for血e newly-fom記d Frankston

Club. They were soundly defeated by血e highly-

experienced Epiphany club at No血cote. Ke脇

Lov砿Captain/Coach of血e tean, Was neVerthe-

less very pleased wi心血e perfomance§ Of some of

the younger n鳩血bers of血e team.

History was made on Saturday, 28 April, 1945,

when the Cranboume Road Reserve was the scene

Of血e first competitive baseball game in血e Ⅵc-

torian Ba§eball Association Series. Frankston

Played Haw血om in a fa§t matCh which resulted in

a w血for Hawthom by ten runs to three. Except for

a breakaway in Haw血om’s four血innings. which

re§ulted血six runs,血e you血ful Frank§ton Side

made a very good m如ch for血e wimers.

During血e first season血e aub §truggled to com-

pete against far more experienced teans. Hovever,

Players were becom血g attracted to血e game and a

foundatton was laid for future development.

Players who ”pioneered“血e first foray of血e Club

into competitive baseball血cluded血e fouowing:



持VT　脇llia朋s, N.部朋わIl,風力hnso", K

Lov紡R. Johuson,場Ham肋on, L PmめF Sめane,

B. hh榔On, T T加wariha,且Sおg舟場, W物IbのB.

Gγa)上K LeyshaれF McLean, H. 7Tc鳥le, B.

B〃肋履朋, F GIegOI男子Moγγお, B. 1侮0(鼻G. Ait-

虎巧and Mes邸MbPhe∬On, Phil帥s, Newel′ and

Ba青Cゆ

It is interesting to note血at血e ”Rudiments of

Baseball” were published in the 5 April, 1945

edition of ’“The Standard’’in order to familiarise

readers with血e ba§ic essentials of血e game. As a

new sport on血e Peninsula, “The Standard’s’一

COVerage WaS On a Weekly basis wi血reports and

result§ Of matches, along wi血best players and

Out§tanding plays.血addition. Radio Station 3DB

broadcast血e results of血e main games. A speeial
’一Sports Parade一一was put over by 3KZ every Friday

evening which covered血e highlights of games

from血e previous week.

As a re§ult of Frankston’s geographic Iocation,

the Executive of the Victorian Baseball Associa-

tion provided financial assistance to clubs and

umpires making the trip to Frankston’s home

ground - ten Shillings for a club and two shillings

and sixpence for each umpire!

血an endeavour to have a headquarters for

baseball,血e Victorian Baseball Association ar-

ranged for the use of Olympic Park for eight

Saturdays during血e 1945 season. Such a deeision

ProVed a disaster as o血y the receipts from血e final

round enabled the accounts to be balanced!

FRANKS“「ON JO看NS DANDENONG日ASE甘A○○

ASSOCIAJION

The Dandenong Baseball Association resumed

OPerations in 1946 after being in recess for four

years because of血e Second World Wan The team§

血at made up血e Assooiation血at year were Dan-

denong, St James (later to become Saints),

Dandenong Imperials, Springvale, Oakleigh, Or-

mond Park, and Frankston.

FraIlk§ton’s entry into the Dandenong Baseball

Ass∝iation血1946 proved to be a successful one.

Their first match in血eir new competition wa§

Played at Dandenong on 4 May, 1946 and resulted
in a 15II win against St James・ The first match at

the Cranboume Road ground took place血e fol-

lowing week - 11 May, 1946 - against Springvale.

Players who played in血at team included K Zovれ

(C), R. Joh榔On, J Bowes, R. Lockwoo4 V幼調/e,

M Mo岬an, F Morr塙E Hamilion, andMdyoγ V

Rowe・ The following week saw血e team record a

12I8 win against Dandenong血呼s - a tean血at

alway§ ProVided tough opposition to Frankston

tea血s of血at em.

A§血e team developed in team ski皿s, experien∞

and confidence it soon beeame very competitive.

Wins were recorded against far more experien∞d

teams and en血usiasm within the Club increased

心血c血ly・

On Saturday, 17 May 1947, Frank§tOn SOOred a

huge win over Presbyterian at Dandenong - 42/1 -

at血at time a record score in any one match in血e

Assooiadon. F皿血er血ProVement reSulted in血e

tean conte§ting血e 1947 finals. The first semi-

final played against Oakleigh resulted in a 6/3 win

for血e Frankston team, despite two r皿S be血g

§COred by Oakleigh止血e 7血imings. Frankston

responded wi血a fur血er two rms and ano血er in

the 8血to clinch血e game. Safe血ts were rcoorded

by J O’Bγie競(3), K LOV塙J. S加a虎; C CLerwood

⊥ Bowes. V RoweタL.上ockwood (2) L重ねgねsめ職

aI競魚心巌so職(1).

In the preli皿inary final against Springvale,

Fra細kston was considered u血ucky to lose as a line

drive was narrowly missed at left field res山ting in

3則nS.血the final imings HaIlkston left則merS

On bases狐d Springvale eventually won 4/1. The

Imperials defeated Sp血gvale 1 1〃血e following

Week in血e grand final.

The 1948 season resulted in FraIlkston once

again reaching血e finals a血er comple血g soII腿

OutStanding victories, in panic山ar a 37ro result

against Oakleigh Golds ,血a spectacular semi-final

game against血e Red Imps. scores were tied at 5

all in血e 9血innings. De§Pite outstanding pitch血g

and inspiradon from Frankston’s captain, Cめr高e

CαrWOOd,血e Imperials scored血e ne∞SSary run

in血e 11th innings `o win血e match 615.

血血e alトimportant area of ad皿i血stration,血e

Club wa§ indeed fortunate in having two members

Of血e O’B′ie競同朋iめ, in executive position§・ Ⅵl-

1iam was President from 1948-55, Whil§t John. his

SOn, WaS S∞retary from 1948 until 1961. John’s

administrative skills proved to be invaluable in

attending to the wide range of issues faced by a

Club in its early stages of development.
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F調nkstonさasebali ciub " 1950

Back Row: D. Bea巾SmOre, 」. Hyde, G. Strongman, S. NichoIIs, J. O’Brien, T Hunler l" Beadei, G. Seabrook

Front Pow: K, BIack, D. Perry, P Eggleston (Scorer), D, Sw恥J. SaIeeba

In血e late 40’s, Club me皿bership for senior

Players was ten shil血gs ($1.00), Whil§t juniors

Paid five shi皿ings (500).血Mareh 1948. the Club’s

bank balance was l l pounds ($22.00).

As more players beeame attracted to血e game,

血e overall streng血of血e Club increased. The

acquisition of sone fine players, tOge血er with the

grooming of younger players for positions in

Senior teams. resulted in血e Club becom血g highly

reapected in baseball circles.

Players who represented血e Club in血e late

1940’s included血e following:

J O’Brie桝, L. Lockwood; L. Eggleston, K

hv広州. Morg伽, J. Smaわ, V.jtowe, C. C!JIWOOd

/ W砂f色R. MdβOd T Cmmme” G. Jq伊, R.

H吃gi職bo幼く肋. r.Eva朋, L P筋a履, G. Ct坊W

」池砺W施Gi〃v朋男R.力hnson,月. α車pe基尺・

柁o朋賜れ, E. Hamilめn, G. ParI % 1砲lめce, L.

Har4 J MdKenzie, B. Sto"e, C柚yfo# D. Smi碕

R. W池坊J. Bowes, D. Miller伽d P O’Brien.

THE 1950’s

The 1950’s proved to be a very successful era in

血e血story of血e Club. Premierships were won by

血e AGrade team in 1953 and 1957,血e B Grade

in 1957-58, and血e C Grade in 1959.

In A Grade, Imperials, Saints and Cheltenham

COnSistendy provided all teams wi血strong opposi-

tion and Frankston,s encounters wi血such teams

generally re§ulted in matches being of a very high

Standard.

The Club gradually diversified its activities wi血

visit§ tO O血er clubs, for example, matChes at Bal-

larat against血e We血douree Club. Such inter-Club

Visits, COmbined with Victorian Provincial

Baseball League camivals at Ballarat. Bendigo,

Geelong and Wbngaratta provided players wi血

invaluable experience. The social side of血ese

visits was never overlooked and club me重血bers

e亘ioyed血emselves at a variety of ongani§ed and

impromptu activities.

Apart from premiership wins, Frankston As

Were rumers-uP in 1950 (minor premiers for血at

year), 195 1狐d 1958, When Cheltenhan defeated

血em 3Il in a very tight final. As a measure of血eir

OVerall streng血,血e Frankston A Grade tean co皿

Peted in every finals series in血e 1950’s. wi心血e

exception of 1955.



F「種nkston Basebali club " 1956

Back Row: M. FIetcher, P O’Brien, E, Metcher, G. Je惰s, G, Drough

Front Row: J, SmaIe, J. SaIeeba, J. Metcher (Captain), W. Metcher

The result of having bo心血e A and B Grade

teams in血e grand血Ials of 1958 prompted血e

Frankston ”Standard’’27 August, 1958 to make血e

め1重ow血g c○Ⅲ鵬nt:

調it is a c「edit to the Club that i=s abie to produce

Players of high standa「d year afteryear, and it is hoped

that a third side can be fomed next year.n

A third side,血e C Grade, WaS entered in 1959

and perfomed mngnificently for the en血e season.

血血e semi-final血ey amihilated Chelsea 21/1,

defeated Saints lO/1心血e preliminary final㍉md

ProVed far superior to Cheltenham in the grand
final by winning 15/3. Apart from exce11ent field-

ing and pitching from J蜘Metcher,血eir batting

- 46 nlnS tO 5 in the three finals matches - WaS

Simply outsta皿ding.

血addition to having strong local talent,也e Club

acquired血e services of such players as A(f助r-

γiくねe a職d Jgiv Me!cher (bo血ex-Collingwood),

Cl砺Carter肋d C′arγie CαrWOOd (both ex-

Footscray), GeqがHaw鳥er (Originally from WA)

狐d Ge坊DIり〃gh (B血1a重如).

V砺′抗a肋O ’Bγあn re血ed as President in 1953 and

AぴB重lr庇由e provided very capal)le leadership for

the next four years. During血e 1950’s, A and B

Grade matches were played at血e Cranboume

Road ground wi血Jubilee Park and Bru∞ Park as

extra grounds for C Grade matches.

The Dandenong Baschall Association’s a縦lia-

tion fee was today’s equivalent of $6.30, Whilst血e

ground rental was $10.50. 1995 charges for血ese

fees are in exce§S Of one thousand dollars!

Than§POrt心血ose days was a big problem,

Particularly for away games. Rod McCわ脇nd has

Vivid memories of many team members being

transported in αarrie C#rWOO擁truck or in Len

Eggle駒庇utihiy. No details are available as to

What happened when it rained!

S∝ial matches were played in 1956 against血e

Diamond Valley and Greensborough Clubs.

Players who represented也e Club in血e 1950’s

included血e follow血g:

J O増亮白もJ馳C α棚o互のMe肋膨ら月
O’BrねJe, G J街もG.励gwa巧J Jd脇倒R.捌ggin

boiha朋, R. McClelland, J. McClelland, S.

McCわ脇I登匂K B放た瓜Beaれ必mo確, W FわめI郎

D Be虎w肋, H l陥寂坊D. O∵N窃14 B. N沈ho旬G



肋舶S輯CDαV亙G肋oたふ月加わG
D魅力倦み協約脇e′ J組めeb鴎J月寄γV物B.軸

DPeI男B.履Lセ畑関れ,L Be脇を鼻息砂嶋A
月初めの均分Abbo玖L履履J句的職タ均G
雁舶& G W加ele鴨P Bo柳狐巧M B肋伽, L克肋膨阜

M俄か加青重め昭n,兄M徹おの筋J Be砿

丁H各1960,s

The Club rebuilt it§ §quad of players in血e late

1950’s and early 196O’s. Players such as Geq研

DIOαgh, Mick F!eiche基Paαl O’Brien, GeQ筋Haw-

加賀Graeme SeabIOO4 Peier Leaね肋d C′紡

Davお, ei血er re血ed or left血e Club. A new group

Of players including Jim Saleeba, B朋Ce肋d Ji朋

Harve男Ke脇Be#le阜, LeS ng, Go′めれMo"on,

and Ian Beadel, joined ’’veterans一一Rod McCfe施脇

and Go′めれJ# to fom血e foundation of yet

ano血er powe血I team.

血1962血e Club’s policy ofdevelop血g younger

Players was vindicated when血e A Grade tea皿WOn

血e grand血1a1 8A ngainst Saints at Bohbeach.血

血e sane year,血e Association established an

Under 16 competition. Frankston’s junior players

displayed considerable maturity and detem血ation

ln Wlmlng COnSeCutive premiership§ in 1964-65.

Apat from血e A Grade and Under 16’s, nO O血er

Premierships were achieved, however,血e A’s were

rumers-uP to血e Saints in 1963, C Grade in 1969

ngainst Noble Park. and血e Under 16’s in 1969

ngainst Cheltenham.
C伽′庇aJrWOed, a Veterm Of many games for

Frankston and血e Dandenong Baseball Ass∝iafron,

A Grade P事emierS ・ 1962

Back Row: T Sea「Ie, G. Morton, l. Beadel, B. Harvey, J. Harvey, G. Je備s

Front Row: K. Bettles, R. McCle=and, J. SaIeeba, L, Hyde



A. Bredin (President DBA) presenting the 1 962

Premiership Cup to Bod McCIelland

left血e aub in 1961 to develop血e St Chads Club

at Bonbeach. J匂節e Me!cher also left to assist him.

Club Coaches in the 60’s were J(折汚Mefdわ鯵

わhn O’Brie購, Rod Mcαella競匂Nom l彬〃s and

Rの' αとqα,le. Club Presidents we重e John S棚le,

Pa訪0 ’Bγien, John O ’BI加n伽d F朋k H紡. hh"

0’Brien, after outstanding service as ecretary

from 1948-61, re血ed to assist Rod Mcαelわnd in

COaChing dudes. He later occupied血e position of

President in 1966-67.

The 60’s will be remembered for some very

interest血g sooial activities, in pa血eular when Ray

α卿Ie was Coach. Ray. in company wi血quite a

few other me血bers of血e team, really eI互oyed a

few cleansing ales after a gane. As a 6.00 p.m.

restriction on血e sale of alcohol applied血those

days, Curtains in血e club rooms were hastily drawn

during social functions, and ”lookouts●’placed on

guard. The tension was usua11y broken wi他心e

aIrival of a cer[ain memt鳩r ofthe A Grade te到m on

血s way home from work as a member of血e Police

Force. This paIticular member, neVer One to let a

Chance for a few ales to go by, WOuld arrive in

his o飾Icial van, blue lights flashing, and charge

血rough the fron章door. His entrance was, tO Say

血e least, dramatic, and many ales were con-

Sumed in order to retum one’s nerves to an

acceptable level !

On ano血er o∞aSion, a barl鳩Cue at Bタでa" Jac薙

nursery in Seaford was invaded by a gang of

drunken you血s. Such individuals stretched血eir

luckjust a wee bit too far when血ey sampled血e

team’s “一supplies”. After baseball bats were

PrOduced, the invaders decided血at血eir luck was

わout to run out so血ey left and “一gate-CraShed“’a

netball party down血e road!

Bγian Jack was a coIo血I character but he had

one intense dislike - CatS! When the male皿embers

Of血e cat finly were croon血g sweet no血ing§ tO

their lady friends, Brian would fetch his tmsty slug

gun and. accord血g to De融Bea動肋Ont, all hell

would break loose!

For many players血e end of season trip away

COincided wi血a three day lightring premiership at

COuntry CentreS. T血s event becan記an endurance

`est for many players as血e o鯖L丘eld activide§

usually resulted in血e Club struggling to field a

team on血e血1al day!

In order to combine the best of bo血world§ -

baseba11 and socialising - the Club visited

Baimsdale for a lightning pre皿iership prior to血e

Start Of血e 1968 season, and to Wbngaratta after

the §eaSOn had concluded. The Club’s Armual

Report of 1968 regarded血ese visits of some sig-

ni鯖cance and reported血e follow血g:

l’The Frankston BasebaiI Club wii=ong be remem-

bered for thei「 efforts in these two count「y cent記S,.

Fur血er inve§tigation of血e participant’s ”ef-

forts-i wa§ nOt COnSidered appropriate. Su鯖ce to

Say that our lads really e亘ioyed血emselve§!

An incident fro皿血e 1963 grand final between

FraIlk§tOn and Saints is worth mendon血g mainly

because it concemed血e decision一皿aking of an

umpl重e・

Rod Meαe施nd recalls being ”flattened’一by

Fred Rogers at 2nd base.血血e一’get-tOge血er.一也at

followed, Ro(鼻|es H畑e,舟edRoge岬, Ja〃 Beadel,

and a ftw Saints players were sent off by血e main

umpire. Don An郷的職g, This exodus resulted in

insu餓cient players being availal)le for血e ga皿e to

COntinue. After血e u皿Pire was gently advised by

Rod of his error,血e umpire consulted wi心血e

Other umpires and血e ”o任enders” were a皿owed to

remm. Crowd participation a=his stage reached its

peak and血e noise was deafening.

Le$, Ro(鼻F膨d and a few others were sub-

Sequently reported. Rod decl血ed血e opportunity

to attend血e tribunal and received a four week
’’enforced holiday“’. Les f砂de d山y attended and



rumour has it血at he was ”given血e l戴nefit of血e

doubt’一, a decision血at Rod found somewhat mind-

boggling !

Players who represented血e Club in血e 1960’s

included血e following:

JV. 1彬l旬G. Morf0n, J Harve男F l砺桝ersldy

K Leveso職, B. Lee, R. Abbo玖D. LeyShan, L ftyくね

P Co朋che基B. Renwick G. Allis鋤W O’Brie砂

州G糊#e肩(Zg烏A. Foタもe$ D. Bea肋0研P Cめ帝

Å. A働かco均B. Abbo硬L. R此奴)CA, G. Dickeタ的G.

Cba/es, m O増高e巧P F短cねf! Richa競れG.

1砺施ns, C C偽吻,eザe財R・ α四四肥州l椛庇h R・

B朋gg, C Fe傍uson, F Sa加woo巧E S(肋舞,Or4 R.

Iセ岬鮒On, J α躯7eザe均月H番l鼻M Ba庇e鯵P

Cbqf,e青R. McClel履W Bα”榔タJ. Richa′凶P

ReiみL Sig朋り巧L DのB.九cたR.柁schemわぽ

C McClellan4 R. Mcαellan4 B. C舶b初ee, P

Gわ撮りJ D青a男P AゐI榔, T B隊mS, R・ l侮l塙G・

Alljsり) W O鳩rien, J. Sdleeb句B. Harve男J. O’-

Bγien, J. De lb$ K Be融e$ P GayJo基P J堆砂J.

Cbc肋g, C A沈高祖R. HarW00`鼻P Cb職nache革L

Jo朋わh鼻C言醜榔tWOO(鼻B. Ricke旬G. RichaItおon,

L Ba加鯵R. D∽寄gan, K Blac亙R. α磁r a融M

McRobe舶.

F旧STしIFE MEMBER

h 1961, Jdhn O’Brien was elected血e first Life

Member of血e Club. Such an award was血oroughly

deserving ∞usidering John’s outstanding servi∞ as

a player; COach, Captain and administrator.

THE 1970’s

The 1970’s was an era血at saw Cheltenham a very

StrOng Club in tems ofpremiership wins (7 in AJi

and C Grades), Noble Pak won flng§ in血e ”even”

years of ’72,’74 and ’76, and Bonbeach finally won

its first A Grade flag by defeating Frankston in血e

grand final of 1978.

In 1971 the Association introduced the first Pee

Wbe League. Iryndale joined血e Assooiation in

1970 w皿st Dandenong A disbanded in 197 l.

Sporting clubs invariably encounter probleⅡ鳩

血at manifest血emselves in many areas of a club’s

OPerations.血197 1 when Club administrators took

drastic action against血e behaviour of some junior

Players,血e all-important atmosphere at血e club

Was Seriously impaired. As a consequen∞, On-field

perfomances suifered and, aS a reSult of minimal
SOCial activities,血e Club experienced financial

Problems.
A lange number ofplayers resigned in 1972 wi血

the result that there were insu鯖cient numbers of

Senior players for血e various teamS. Junior players

had血eir careers ’一ao衰lerated’’, and finany血e Club

WaS relegated to B Grade from 1973 until 1975.

There is no doubt血at the event§ Of 1971172 had a

hig血y undesirable e餓鵜t On血e overall develop-

ment of血e Club. Al血ough the Club recovered,

Subsequent administrators have been fully aware

Of血e fact血at w皿st disagreements do ooour in

Clubs from血ne to tine,血eir resolution requires

Speedy action before当divisions ” are estわ耽hed.

血a highly positive step, Club o鯖cials e皿-

barked on a long-OVerdue recruiting canpaign

Wi心血e res山t血at players gradually beeame at-

tracted to the Club.

The B Grade team,血e o血y team entered血

Senior compedtion, WaS rumer-uP in 1970 and

1973, Whilst血e Under 15’s finally achieved血eir

first premiership win in 1973. With血e ex∞Ption

Of 1972 and 1976, finals appearances for血e

remainder of血e 70’§ Were mi止血al. apart from血e

allでOnquering B Grade premiership of 1975,血e

A Grade (reinstated in A Grade in 1976) who were

則merS-uP to Bonbeach in 1978.血e Under 15’s

rumers-uP to Bonbeach in 1970, and血e Under

17’s who were finalist§ in 1977 and 1979.

Club n記sidents du血g血e 1970’s weref砂のq,一

pめRod施α硯南and M放0翻りa.血1976,
Ma庇O’B広劾WaS el∞ted as President. a pesidon he

has held to血is day PeterFfty GnIha桝P肋のd

Ma虎OBIicn Were aub Coaches.

TWo members of血e Club were inducted as Life

Members - Rod %Clelland in 1971, and Pa(軍1

0’Brien in 1977.

Rod joined血e Club in 1950 when his family

moved from Queensland in 1949. A fomerjunior
rugby player, Rod quickly adopted血e baseball

COde and as a result ofhis en血usiasm and competi-

tiveness, Played a皿勾Or role in Frankston wlnrmg

Premierships in 1953, 1957 and 1962. His con-
tribution to the Club was invaluatle as over血e

year§ he occupied血e positions of Ttねm Captain,

Senior and Junior Coach, and Club President. He

WaS a Player readily suited a§ a S∞Ond baseman

and he was a very capal)le batter.

Pall1 0 ’Bγien commenced at the Club in 1949.

He §uCCeSSfully combined血e duties of a com-

mittee member - President and Treasurer - With

the on-field responsibilities of player, Ttam

Captain and Club Coach. Paul will long be

re皿e血bered for his contribution to the Club

Winning the 1953 and 1957 premierships, in

Particular血e 1957 grand final when he gave an



inspirational address to his players before the

gane. As aj unior coach, his influence was consid-
erable and many past and present senior players

Were indeed fortunate to have Paul as their coach

in their formative years.

The Under 13 team of 1 976 had an exceptional

year, being runners-uP for血e season despite a

two week disqualification by the Dandenong

Ba§eball Association Junior Executive.

It was discoveIed by Assaciation o餓cial§血at one

ne重量書ber of血e tean wa§ ineligible to play beeause his

dae of bi血exceeded Assaciation regulations.

Whilst Club o鯖cials would normally have ac-

CePted such a則Iing as being an ove重sight on血eir

Part, in血is partic山ar ca9e血ey were furious as

血ey did not receive血e Association notice advising

血em of a change in policy regarding血e age limit§

Of players. Despite varied Club protests,血e team

Su舐嬉ed血e following ’“penalties一’:

1. Points we「e deducted,

2. The entire team was suspended for two matches.

Understandably,血e Club was not pleased wi血

SuCh harsh ”penalties’“ being imposed on a tean

Whose o血y concem was playing血e game.

The Under 17’s were also invoIved in a con-

troversial decision towards the end of the 1976

SeaSOn. This time it concemed the ’’5皿inute rule’’

血at is, an imings camot be started wi血Iess血an

5皿inutes to go.

Unfo血mately,也ough血e Club felt血e decision

given was血e correet one, it did place undue pres-

Sure On血e team. Vi血a finals berth at stake, bo血

tea血LS had to go back to Cheltenham血e follow血g

Week to play血e final innings. Frankston lost血e

ProteSt inIlings血ereby plac血g血e tea皿just 2

POints outside血e final fo皿Despite血eir disap-

POintment,血e tea皿Showed great sportsmanship

after血e match had concluded.

Sαe Nicoloa# (nee GIoury) was el∞ted as

S∞retary in 1977, a POSition she held unti1 1991.

E鯖cient and en血usiastic, Sue carried out her

Wide-ranging duties extremely we皿and provided

invaluable support to Mark O増加" aS President

and to other members of血e Committee.

The Club entered 3 (eans - A, B and C Grade -

for血e 1978 season, the first血Ie血is had hapr

Pened for many years. Wi心血e exception of血e C

Grade - Who mis§ed out playing in血e範nals by one

game一心e A and B Grade teams made it through

to the final§.



7O’s youngsters Biii and Mark O’B面en

L側I Po訪e砺waite, a naturally gifted ball player,

Victorian representative and Australian All Star,

became血e first Frankston player in 1977 to win

血e ”O’Brien Medal’一for血e best player in AGrade.

Players at血e Club during血e 1970’s included

血e fbllow血g:

G. Allise男D. Bea肋on4 T助r7場W助朋S, R.

α?qαJle, N Crtzb加ec, A. Cnc,WCh, C C城四eザe姓

B. Dodson, J. Dnα男P Gloきく男D. Iove. D・ MackJe,

M O,B肩e職, W O’B肩en, P Richarみ, L. R糊丸めcた

月Sanル00巧R.乃sche朋め砺州l彬lれR. Wと初, P

F巌′n勤W S肋e′ W Sa肋de岬, W MaheJ T

Iove14 R. GIi節で履N WをIsh, G. Legge, M A朋e阜,

J. Dav壇, R G′師n, C Meαelland R. McCle枕'姫

L Sig棚時B. Cmb飯嶋P Game事G. Ct桝n加g’R.

Bechaz, P Ch躯タe研e姓P Ch躯,edie14 P Mb-

G脇吻C Fe崎榔O職, R. Fe喝的On, N Shq巌均M

上ac男W DavれL Posile〃"硬ite, K B〔o男N Ba手

虎男州K脇an, L W紘on, M O’S加a, P Å物証gton,

J. MbComb, T Halls, G. Peγ男C Love, L Bnαck一

度)しG. Cb成句L O’Brien, P Gi脇肋L Hatch, J

O$朋On匂D. α肋e男L Cmg andM B諦めcた

丁H各1980’s

The Frankston Baseball Club reasserted itself at

Dandenong Baseball Association and Victorian

Provincial Baseball League levels of competition

during the highly even血I1 1980’s

The Club won senior premierships in 1988 (A

Grade) and in 1984 (A Reserve), and were run-

ners-uP in C Grade in 1982-83’and AReserve in

1987. At血e junior level, Premierships were won

by the Under 17,§ in 1983, the Under 15’s in 1982

and 1987. and the Under 13’s in 1980. Thejuniors

COntinued血eir amazing run of grand final ap-

pearances by being runners-uP ten times - Under
17’s in 1980-81, ’82言84 and ’86,血e Under 15’s

in 1980-81 and’86,andtheUnder 13’sin 198l and
’83.

MoIlash University dom血ated血e AGrade com

petition by winning six consecudve premiers血ps

betw∞n 1980 and 1985,Such a record currently

appears to be in no danger of be血g equaued let

alone ecnpsed.

The AReserve team of 1984 lost o血y two games

for血e season and showed tre皿endous detem血a-

tion to r∞OVer from O/2 in血e 9血im血gs to defeat

Cheltenham 3/2. An訪ew PI rChase capped o鯖a

great year for血e team by wiming血e ”O’Brien

Medal’’in血e A Reserve section.血wiming血is

medal Andrew beeame血e o血y player in Club

history to have won血is award and been a nle血ber

Of血at year’s premiership team.

A fu血er honour was bestowed upon血e Club

when it wa§ aWarded血e ’’Neil Pend∞k Trophy’’

for血e Champion Club in 1984.

The A Grade win of 1988 is now part ofDan-

denong Bascha皿Association and Club history

when Frankston and Bonbeach played血e first tie

in a grand final. Frankston won血e replay 13/3血e

following week.

Additional "O,Brien Mledal" wirmers for血is

Period were M附舶ツHo枕es (A Grade 1989),

Neville X噂ht (B Grade 1988), and rfe O ’Bγie"

(C Grade 1983).
Club Coache§ during血e 1980’s were Ma庇

O’Brien, Chris Love, M"γ青ay Hol桝es, Davjd

SiJ呼$On, Daryl Dicke青and Mわ履e; K搬ger, a

fomer veteran of many aaxton Shield camivals.
In 1981 Mark O’Brien became the 5th Life

Me血ber of血e Club. Mark’s血voIvement血all

are錐of血e Club - Senior andjuniorplayer at Club,

Ⅵctorian Provincial B aseball 1月ague, Dandenong

Baseba11 Ass∞iation and Australian junior levels

Of competition, Senior and Junior Coach, Secretary

and President of the Club and Association皿Ore

血an justified him receiving this prestigious award.

Off the field, tWO impomt changes in血e

Club,s operations (OOk place. Firstly’in 1985血e

Club obtained legal status particularly as far as

financial matters were concemed. when it beeaIne

incorporated. Secondly, a Restricted Club Pem血

was bbtained to a11ow血e Club to sell alcohol.

The Dandenong B aseba皿Association rocorded

14 camival championships during血e 1980’s.

Frankston had rep記sentatives in a11 winn血g tea血LS

- Senior§, Colts, and Under age levels - §Ome Of

Which were multiple wirmer§. It was血deed a high-

1y successful decade for the Association at

Ⅵctorian Provincial Baschall League level, and of



COurSe血e Frank§tOn Club. Unfortunately血e o血y

Association team to win a premiership in 1988一

皿e 50th Amiversary of血e Vhctorian Provincial

Baschall League - WaS血e Under 17’s at血e Bal-

larat Camival. This team went through the

Championships undefeated血ereby wi皿ing血e

first Under 17 chanpionship since 1982. The bat一

心g ability ofthis team was quite remarkal)le in血at

they scored 81 runs to the opposition’s 15!

Frankston representatives were Gare肋Finne))

Dav材Jones and Shoon VI偽itehead. The Coach

and Assistant Coach of血is prestigious nne-uP

Were nOne O血er血an血ose two coIorful characters,

PeJer G/oI(ry伽d Andnew Jones.

The C Grade competition of 1983 was par-

ticulady interesting.血fact, it could very well have

been unique.

The Cl team. captained by De融Bea肋0項

Wi血M言c加わW初めeγ aS Scorer. was comprised of

血e following players-M Ba′加賀P Gi脇塙G脇l匁

D. Bea脚綿O項M L地肌G GめI登のR α彫e馴れa碑,

M山肌e, F 」如蛮玖N W軌碗e基R.幼年i吻月R巌ger

α撮i J Fとnon.

The C2 team, Capal)ly managed by L“庇O’-

B′ie", WaS affectionately known as the ”C

Drunks●’, a label血at quickly evaporated when血ey

took血e field. Despite being entered five weeks

late into the competition, this collection of
一’fluorescent fireballs” managed to finish the

SeaSOn in third position. The team comprised T

Ha初M BきくllocもL. 0’Bタカ職, D. Anhe写M O’-

Shea, A. Ho肋e, A. Nea手R. Gales,且Ross, J

PIひたhom駕P Ga朋eγ andJ. Pe〃y

Unfortunately,血e best laid plans of having an

all-Frankston grand final went §adly astray. despite

the fact that both teams won their §emi-final

matches. Cl defeated Cekerus 3/l whilst C2 had

a good win over Dandenong 7/3. In血e preliminary

final L成e O’Brie証team narrowly lost to Cer-

berus lO/7 whilst in the grand final De職お

Bea撮〃10融b team were convincingly defeated by

血e lads from HMAS Cerl鵜ruS. Denis recalls that

Cekerus ”recruited” a ”gun.一pitcher and血e rest is

Ⅲstoサ

There is no doubt血at being a member ofei血er of

血ese teams would have tx3en an eXPerien∞ and it is

a credit to bo血”skippers’一that law and order was

malntained throughout血e season. vell, almost.

Players at血e Club during血e 80’s included血e

め1○○w血g:

C love, AI AI暮denbn, M Saleeba, A. Jones, M.

Lidde4　G. Ulme軍G. 1彬IIs, R. Cheesma均H

S話やso職, T O’Brien, M. B"lわck J Polla均P

Stevens, M K伽ge基N V棚肪沈e革L O’Brien, T

7Z)!αIりDaniel O’Brie巧Domi乃ic O’Brien. B.

HαI均J. PIり肋ov職的N J池わeb匂G. Co附もA.

P棚ohase, S. P〃鳩hase. D. 1施般基材. O’Bγね", P

1彬ston, W O’Brie競, D. DickeI; P 7Zl南端P

Coqpe青A. αa庇; J. Ahe朋, D. Co肋e男“ Hol-

桝es, M O’銑ea, P Ad枕gion, T Ha触, L. C朋gタ

J. GαめれP Glo勝男D.鋤npson, P McGm賜G.

Gib胱男J. Fer′ひれ, R. 1陀IIs, M Zam, P Ga朋e基D.

鋤a棚ha均S. Schneide事G. Pe〃男D. B!話のP

GillaタをD. Jone$, S. McCわl履A. Nea鼻P

Rfnge' G.鋤扇鋤J. Lanca醜男A. Richa成れF

Scalzo, S. Ashle男S. Bea〃朋肌4 D. Bea糊O。海G.

Eva職$ R. Hoga均JV: Jo職e$ L∴胸板餌, m V陀聴

ふ1脇iiehead P Hamilto叫ぶl胸桝e∬l少

往き
丁H各1990’s

Before proceeding wi血a ou址ne of血e events and

activities of people com∞ted wi心血e Club du血g

血e past six years, it is appropriate血at sone con-

Sideradon be given to a constant factor in our daily

lives - Change.

Change for many people can be quite a prbblem

in血at it can be threatening and result in a variety

Of problems for an individual and/or an organisa-

tion. On血e o血er hand,血ere aIe血ose people who

respond positively to various changes -血ey realise

血at血ere is a need for change, develop an interest

in血e proposed change, Plan血eir strategies, and

Subsequently adopt whatever is proposed.

Whilst血e Club has been for巾nate in retaining

many senior players and supporter§,血variわly血e

time will come when such players and supporters

will either re血℃ Or become invoIved in other

recreational and sporting pursuits. Pe血aps血e血ne

has arrived whereby血e Club may need to all∞ate

time to plan for血e future.

The 90’s has seen血e Club ma血tain its competi-

tive attitude in the senior and junior divisions of

血e Dandenong B aseball As§OCiation competition.

Premierships have been restricted to血e A Grade

in 1991 (its fifth),血e first D Grade in 1990 and血

the 5on year血e first for血e Under 12’s. The A’s



Club Coaches so far have been DaIツI Dic庇'

Damian搬肋ahan, α「is Love and Ma庇A)書くお手

io競.

Michele W軌融er took over as Club Secretary

from Sαe Nicolao# in 1991.

Since 1994 Tさe-ball has gained considerable

momentum Wi血over 60 youngsters and血eir

ParentS invoIved in activities on a Sunday moming.
It is to be hoped血at many ofthese youngsters w皿

ProgresS血ough血e junior ranks and become血e

Senior players of tomorrow.

As血e 50th AnIliversary Year, 1995 has had a

SPceial significance. A Luncheon was held at血e

Club on 25 JuIle and was a great success,血e
”recollections’一of Rod McCわlめnd Joh" Cγichめれ

and John O’Br諺n were not only interes血g but

highly entertaining. The Amiversary Dinner on 5

Augu§t at血e Frankston RSL and血e ”Old Bu締邪

Match.● on 27 August were equa11y succe§Sful in

celebra血g血e Club’s “Golden Jut胤ee.’一

1995 saw the A Grade once aga血play血g in血e

finals but血e expectadon of a組ng in血e 50血year

did not come about wi心血e team going down止血e

first semi final to血e eventual premiers Berwick.

A Gl.ade - 1995

Back Pow: E Se=eck, G. Finney阜ConelI, D. Dicke「 M. A=anson, D. Stephens, C. Cox, S. Purchase

Front Row: C. 」ove, M. Klinger, M. Anderton 〈Captainrooach), S. Myles, A. BしrttOn



John Crighton shows his style 〈w肌WOOd〉 at the

5Oth Anniversary OId Buffe「s Game

Players at血e Club dur血g血e 90’s have included

血e fbl重ow血g:

M A胸棚o巧P Ad搬gton, M A競くわ同職, Ⅴ

ÅI捌e男S. Be側はnO巧M Bowm, R. Bmo応, A.

Bタ。脇, D. Bwcca, G. Cil扇競a4 G C′qp妨R.

Cめ′ねP Cb競e弘G. Cb肋r4 C Cb坤F DaγItIgh,

G. Dav料D. Dic庇事G. Do裏(glas, P Dwnc伽, P

Dαm, R. Dav互S.励Iis, G.軌跡J励彬l鼻M

Fa融部e鯵G I翫鵬男軍Fめ脚タふFb此れのin, P

Glo〃r" T Good「ich, M Gre鮎le男禦Ha職so", M

Holmes, G H調所B. H悌脇, R. Hoga均A. Jbne$ D.

九肋es, M K枕ge青山ム耽casie革M Leo, C Love,

P McGItI碕O. Maめれe, R. M肋e励d4 C硬yf料,

ふ砂Ie阜J NゆすM O増Iお肌W O’Bγien, P

O ’Cb朋o基G. Owen$ A. Pl元fue, S. P重Irfue, A.

Richa疎Ma脇ew O’Brie巧　C Anderto職, R.

AIlくわr!0露, N. S心細eba, M Saleeba, S. Sch職e高め事D.

Scou, F Selleck, D. Si)npSO競, J.部gmonl, D.

Siqhe噂, L l胸板e坤, D. 1胸鳩o均7: V物露o均m

l′陥t旬M脇lみS. Whiiehea匂州W眈脇e東

What′s in a Name?

There are many weird and wonde血l血eories of

how Clubs get血eir nicknames and coIors, m狐y

Of which have changed down血rough血e years.

In the 1940’§ Essendon Football Club became

known as the一一Bombers" because of the cIo§e

ProXimity of its ground, “Windy Hill”. to the Es-

sendon Airport. Tullamarine Auxport did not exist

at this stage. As far as Essendon’s coIors are con-

cemed,血e Club was recently informed by Mわhael

Mqles!one (Hi§torian at Essendon Football Club)

that red and black were the favourite coIors of the

McCmc鳥en Family who lived in血e district in血e

1870’s. Alex,血e son ofa Scottish inmigrant from

Ayrshire, later became血e first secretary of血e

Essendon Football Club (then in血e VFA) at血e

tender age of fifteen years !

In血e early days血e FraIlkston Football and

Cricket Club’s adopted血e colors red and black.

The reason for doing so remains a mystery As血e

Frankston Baseball Club originated at the

Frankston Cricket Club, One Can Only presume血at

the baseball club followed the cricket club’s lead

and adopted血e §ame COIors.

h笹ら,w,.
known to many members, may have originated as

a result of having血e sa皿e COIors as血e Essendon

Football Club. Of course血e ““Bombers” is rarely

used血ese days a§血e “Tbmatoes” has talren over

- PreSumねly as a result of hav血g red as one of血e

Club’s o餓cial colors and血e fact血at a fonner

Player. 7Z,ny 7Z,!a′0, became known as ’一Tbmmy

TbmatO”. mai血y because of his name and血e fact

血at his fa血er grew tomatoe§ in his backyard!



Uniforms & Equipment

The earliest reeorded baseball unifom consisted of

StraW hats, White組amel shirts and blue woollen

trousers as wom by the US一一Knickerbockers一’team

Of 1849.

Unifoms have come a long way since血e 1840’s

Wi血brightly colored, natural, Or man-rmde (and

Of course shrink-ProOf) fibres featuring pro皿血ent-

1y in on-and off・field baseball cIo血ing.

When the Club wa§ first established the unifom

COmPrised a white windcheater, black pants and

ei血er footba11 or cyclists boots. Cleats were

§CreWed into the sole until the arrival of the boots

血at are used today.

血1949血e Club decided血e following: No. 1

Frankston team’s unifom would consist of a black

Shirl wi血red piping and a red ”FRANKSTON’’

acro§S the chest. No. 2 team would wear a white

Windcheater, black trousers and red socks.

John O’B肩en had obtained a shirt. identical to

血e one wom by today’s players. from Rod 7b働鳩

Sports Store.血血e 60’s the Club changed its

unifom slightly to incorporate a black sleeveless

top (large “’F“ on血e left hand side) and changed

the windcheater to red.

The early 70’s saw a change to an off-White

unifom with red and black trim and an embroide鷹舟

emblem, While血e late 70’s brought ano血er change

to a predo皿inatly red top and white pants. This

unifom along wi血o血er dbscure reasons in§tigated

血e nicknane ’’Tbmatoes’一which is still with us today

The 50th Anniversary saw血e Club tum full

Circle reverting back to a black top wi血red piping

with ”FRANKSTON’一across the front in red let-

ters. As for hats一心e number of changes to this

m勾or part of血e unifom are too numerous to

detail in血is publication.

BASEBALしS

血the early days, baschalls were not血at plentiful.

They were also expensive. After a game血e ball,

Which was made in Melboume, WOuld be washed,

dried, Painted and polished and would often last for

two or three game§. The ball§ Ofdays gone by were

al§O quite dead compared to血e lively baseballs

used in the 70’s and 80’s and the even livelier balls

Ofthe 90’s

BÅ丁S

The earliest baseball bats were made from Engli§h

timber - “Webex“ brand - and proved highly e施-

Cient. Bats imported from the U血ted States were

in a minority at血is ti皿e. Protective head-gear and

metal or aluminium bats didn’t come along until

章he 70’s.

GしOVES

Modem technoIogy has resulted in §Ome real
’一works of art” as far as the various gloves of

today are concemed. The gloves of years ago

Were functional, Particularly if you placed a

Piece of steak inside as added protection when
C atChing.

The late John Smale pioneered血is practice wi血

a fair measure of su∝eSS. The only problem wa§

血at John ended up wi血a very soggy glove at血e

end of a game. For血ose who can reme血ber.

Hartley’s Sports Store, a4iacent to軸心ders Street

Station, Were血e皿ain suppliers of gloves and

equipment. Tb John Montgomery belongs血e

COurageOuS innovation - he ignored po§Sible public

ridicule of what was a novel fas血on - Of wearing

a glove on血e fielding hand!

OTHER EQUIPMENT

¶記earliest bases were usua山y of血e hoⅡle-made

Variety, including血e §titching. They were not ’“丘xed“

but com∞ted to a peg. The pitcher’s plate was made

from a car tyre arld cut to血e required shape.

In the United States a mask was wom for the first

心血e in 1875.



Premi erships

A premiership is broadly defined as ’“血e state of

being first or foremost.’’Tb be a member of a

Premiership team is血erefore血e highlight of a

Player’s sporting career. It記ally doesn’t matter

What血e spor[ is - baseball, Cricket, football or

netball - tO have survived many weeks of training

and competition and to win that final match is

Wi血out doubt a great achievement.

Baseball血1als are not unlike o血er §PO血g

finals in血at血e best laid plans can go horribly

Wrong. For example, yOur Starting pitoher can l戴

despatched to all parts of血e park during血e first

innings, regulation ground balls are not §eCured

When bases are loaded, and a comforta心le lead

manages to evaporate in血e 9th innings! Player

Wise, SOme血rive on finals’pressure and remain
“一cool一’in tight situations. 0血ers simply do things

血at defy description and experience fear as ab-

SOlute as stalr血g up at a gui皿otine!

Frankston Baseball Club is no stranger to finals

matches winning nine senior premierships, eleven

JunlOr Premierships, and being rumers-uP On mOre
than 40 0CCa§ions.

1953 - THE円RST "馴G ONE.一

FRANK§TON WIN

pR格M惟然るHIp

轟輩襲輩Frankston Slanda「d
After joining the Dandenong Baseball A§SOOiation

in 1946, the Club took eight years before it secured

its first premiership flag -血e ’“A“一Grade in 1953.

This win was of special significance a§ it was血e

Club’s fourth grand final in eight years.The lead-uP

to the final on 19 September resulted in血e team

defeated Chelsea in血e first §emi-fina1 6/5. and

Saints 27/2 in血e preliminary final, Dandenong A

had defeated Saints in the second semi-fina1 1 1IlO

and proceeded straight into the grand final. It is

WOrth recording血at the match against Saints

Produced some interesting statistics - 57 trips to血e

Plate. 20 hits. 27 RBI’s. 12 walks, and 2 errors! A

busy day for血e Frankston lads!

The final, Preceded by a heavy shower of rain.

SaW FIⅢkston score five runs in血e first imings.

Fro血血en on. it becane a very one-Sided劇場h

Wi血Frankston runhing out easy wimers 16β

against Dandenong A.

Safe hits were recorded by C Cdrrer (3), A.

B〃′γ嬢e, L Meiche青凡塩αelね朋もP O’Brien

(2), andJ劇場a加aIあC αIWOOd 」 eadし

Tさam皿e血bers for血at丘nals series included Å.

Bα扇くねe (の, C C寄γ枕草子観肋aねC. αrwood J

O’Brie", P O’Brien, J　”cClella競d R Mc-

Clelland, G. J紳, G. Stewar4 J. Ja肋es, D.

Bea脆め桝ゆ青e and ∫晩のhe東

1957 - A GREAJ DOUB○○

The 1957 §eaSOn reSulted in yet ano血er victory for

the A Grade team but this time the Club exceeded

expeetations by winning

Grade tean.

F漢a n ksto n

doub萱e

premiers

蒸器議
書●〇回は　b轟賀∴巾iu調p轟○○

邑d霊精機9.精.溝
M●9pl“ 〃●●能く書持●iy.

F隠nkston Standard As outsiders,血e tea皿

ra皿ed under血e inspiring leader§hip of P伽II O’-

BIien to score seven runs心血e 8血in血ngs to

defeat血e highly fancied Cheltenha皿team.

The Cheltenham team had B朋Ce功oes pitching

and five or six left-handed batters. G肋

SeabIりOk朋d Jd伊e Me融eγ Played an outstanding

game. Pa訪O’B庇融inspintional address to血s

Players before血e game w皿Iong be Iemembend.

Members of血e team included P O ’Brおn (C),

G. Haw鳥e' J. Meiche基G. SeabIOOたP Leake, M

Fleめhe基G. DI側gh, R. McClella"d G. J幼u J.

Han’e男W So融海側dJ Sdleeba・

The B Grade win followed a similar pa血to血e

A Grade when血ey lost血eir last match of sea§On



Å Grade Premiers - 1957

Back Row: G. Hawker; P O’Brien, G. Seabrook, P Leake, W. Soute「

Middle Pow: G. Drough, C. Davis, G. Jeffs
Front Row: R. McCieIiand, J. Metcher, T Metcher (Sc○「er), J. SaIeeba, J. Harvey

against Saints 25I14, and血e semi-fina1 11110

against the Cheltenham Magpies. They stomed

into血e final with a great win over Carrum 17n in

血e preliminary final and went on to w血the final

against the Magpies ll/8. This match was also

Played at血e Frankston High School ground.

Members of the tean included J. O’Brien (C),

7: H肌的B. HarvのC CIIrWOO4 K Blac亙D.

Peγry A Iowre男J Beadel a〃dJ. S棚le.

As a result of winning血e A and B Grade

Premierships in 1958, Frankston joined a select
band of Clubs - Saints (1956), Cheltenham (1960-

65-70-89) and Chelsea ( 1979) - Who have achieved

血e一一double" - A and B Grade premierships in the

One year.

1958一日,s DO ITAGAIN

Grade team. They had reached血e final wi血only

two defeats and血erefore had eamed血e right to

be favourites to take out consecutive premierships.

Fra血kston and Carrum

BAS EBALL詣詩語韮霊

重態蟻整器講読
調[l 'c調　　　　　　final two inn血gs to rm

Out Victors 613

Fmnketon Standal’d Tea皿　members in-

Cluded J. O’BIおn (C), D.

PeI男J. Beade4 K BlacたÅ. Loα青ey D. Sw狗J.

観露aねL切払B. AbboタもW Sol′舞C αγWOOd



The after-matCh celebration§ Were thoroughly

eI互oyed by all team members.

1959 - C GRADE SUPREME

The C Grade team joined Cheltenham in血e final

after convincingly defeating Saints lO/l in the

Preliminary fiIlal.

The Frankston team opened its innings wi血a

barrage of power hitting led by L Jondzh4 J.

Saleeba朋d J Roge購On, and completely rattled

its opposition with a score of five runs.

Despite a brief recovery by Cheltenham,

Frankston raced to a long lead in the 6th imings as

more runs came from the bats ofHolland Jondah4

Rogerson md Me,che購B庇職Jack was outstand-

ing at left field.

Safe hits: L, Jo朋ねh4 J.RogeI嘗On (3), J MeJche喜

T Ho/′an4 J Saleeba (2), R. McClelland B. Jack,

C α朋ood and P Cl′nγ00d 」 each.

1962- AGOODYEAR FOR AGRADE

1962 0nCe again saw Frankston with two teams in

血e grand final - the A and B Grade. The A’s had

reached血e final by defeating Dandenong 5竹in

血e semi-final and Cheltenhan 4β in血e prelimi-

nary final. This match proved to be a t皿er as

Frankston equalised in血e 5th innings, and bo血

team§ Were SCOreless for eight inhings.血血e l l血

innings a long fly by T Sea〃e enabled R. Mc-

Clelland lo §COre from third base.

The final against Saints at血e Bonbeach ground

Was a high standard game With scores level at

three-a11 a血er six innings. The hitting power of

Frankston suddeuly emerged. A home run by J.

Harvey, and hits by L.均'みJ Beadel a〃d R.

娩αellaI事d resulted in five runs. The final nln Was

the result ofa high fly by T ’伽01vy’’Searle to left

field which re§ulted in Rod McClelland (On 3rd)

just making it home. Saints scored one more run
but Frankston had the flag 8〃.



A Grade P「emiers - 1962

Back Row: L Hyde, B. Harvey, K. Be側es, G. Morton, M.帥∞

Front Row: J, Saleeba, R. McCieIIand (Captain/Coach), J. Harvey, T Searle
Absent: G. Jeffs, l. Beadei, R. B「agge

Tbam members included R. McClellaIわ(q, L

Bead切B. Harv〇号Harve男G. J郁, K Be職le$

J. Saleeba, L砂塵, T Searle, R. B朋ggeのd G.

朋b青o職.

TWentyJSix years later (1988), Frankston was to

Win its next AGrade premiership. One could safely

Say血at it took a long time in coming. But more

about the 1988 win later on.

1964 - UNDER 16 THE F旧ST JUNIOl]

PREMIERSHiP

1965 - UNDER 16 A REPEAT PERFoRMANCE

Unfortunately, Very few detail§ COn∞ming this

Premiership win are avanable at ei血er Club or As-

S∞iation level. Fbrtunately血e FfaIfron一’Standard“

Carried a brief repert on血e final w血ch saw血e

Fra血rston lads, after飯山ing early in血e game, fight

back to defeat a dete軸nined Springvale 9β

The team comprised:

G. Allisey (C), W O’Bγien, M. O’Brien, P

Cozens, A. A脇ot4 G. CoaIes, C Fe傍的On, J.

Davieβ, C V砺搬n$ B. Dav亙S. McCb肋わもD.

B脇(姉e肋(Coach), N Wuls 44ssi Cbach),伽d P

RichaI出(Sco樹立P C(材enS WOn血e Best Player

T重ophy.

1971 - PEEWEE,S VICllO刷OUS

Frankston won血e premiership in the first sea§On



Of血e Dandenong Baseball Assooiation Peewee

League. Frankston dismissed Bonbeach St Chads

for no score in血e first inI血gs,血en got two

nmmers home to lead 210. After St Chads scored

One run, Frankston’s strong battery of Peier

Gamer (ten strike outs) and冊碕展Ha施pimed

St Chads down and, Wi血good fielding §uPPOrt,

held it scoreless for血e remainder of血e game. The

Stronger Frankston batdng line-uP Went On to add

eight more run§ OVer血「ee imings.

The pre重niership team comprised:

B.心cた(Cbach), P Ga肋er (の, P McGれa吻T

Ha聴S. Reid P Ch躯タeがe坊C ZoveタN S加i碕

C SaphensonタG. E重くr肋伽d B. BIt就erわn.

Peewee basebalI

蘭g to Bo皿職場

圏重囲園誕弱Frankston Standard
1973 - UNDEI] 15

1975 - ANOTHER GOOD YEAR FOR B GRADE

This tean, a POWerful side particularly in defcnce.

finished on top of血e ladder. After easily a∝Ount-

ing for Chelsea 10/O in血e second semi-final, they

met Momington in血e final.

The Frankston team once again showed血eir

SuPeriority心血e grand final by thrashing Mor-

nington lO/O at血e Bonbeach ground.

Team members included :

M O’Brien,持Bの虎男P Glol(I男子Dav料禦

BII肋S, W JohnsonタW S加a(勅e事J Sゆm項y J

Haich, J Os榊nd andM O’」協ea.

1979- UNDER 13’s ON THたMOVE

The Under 1 3’s, COaChed by Pacll O ’Brien and wi血

Ge(げSaleeba as Manager. defeated Bonbeach in

血e grand final,血ereby giving血e Club its fir§t

Under 13 flag since 1971. No further details are

availal)le except血at P B調)) T O’B「ienのめR.

S朋iih were members of that team.

1980 - UNDEI] 13,s DO IT AGAIN

Coached by Pal′l O’Brわ" Wi血GeQ筋§a/eeba as

Manager, this team defeated Dingley in血e grand

窟nal.

Tban neIhber§ included:

州Saleeba, T O ’B′ien, B. DeゐnのS. PI(櫛比鄭e,

H SiIxpSO均J. Ba鳥e事G. F就職e男G. ZJ職CaSJe事D.

乃肋棚的ふNoble andÅ. Nbble.

1982 " UNDER 15,s TAKE FLAG

This team was known as血e ’七Iamour team“ be-

CauSe血ey played some exciting baseba11 and

CapPed off a great home and away series by win-

ning血e Club’s fir§t Under 15 flag since 1973.

Frankston headed the list at the end ofthe皿inor

rounds with Dingley, Lyndale and Oakleigh

ma瞳ng up the final four. Franks(On defeated

Dingley lO/1 in血e second semi-final, Whilst Lyn-

dale defeated Oakleigh 14n in血e first semi-final

and Dingley 8竹in血e preliminary final.

血血e grand final Frankston eas孤y a∝Ounted for

Lyndale 710. It is rumoured that Joh競Perry

(Cbach)伽d Ge(姉Saleeba (Mamger) had a ”per-

manent’一smile on their faces for §OII鳩time!

Team nembers were:

勅Saleeba, P Ct,ne14 S PMehase, H SilれPf10均

A. C砂yowe弘R De近場e男G. PeaI嶋0均C Å棚砿

T O’BI加競, K Moss and J 」青柳e.

1983 ・ FIF「H TIMEしUCKY FOR UNDER 17’s

After finishing on top of血e ladder wi血two losses

and a draw,血e Under 17’s powered血eir way to

血e first flng for this age group in fifteen years.血

血e two games Frankston competed in on its way

to血e premiership血e team scored 23 ruus to 5!

Frankston easily defeated lyndale lO〃 in血e

SeCOnd se皿i-final and went straight血to血e grand

final. Chelsea defeated Bonbeach 5M亘n血e first

Semi-final but was defeated by喜yndale 812 in血e

Preliminary final. The grand final saw Fra血鰭ton’s

OVerall skill and power completely de皿Olish lyn-

d血c 1311,

Tさam members were:

A. BaI加賀P Cone14 J. G撮め九重Grnyson, P

New!o競, T O’B′ien, D. P優的購on, G PearJOn, “

Rig切B. Seeds桝劾, N Saleeba, D. 7初郷h伽dS.

1枕)朋erSley

This win was a great triumph for Peter Glo嘉lry

as Coach (5血tine lucky). who received tremen-

dous support from Andhew Jones 4$St Coach)朋d

Ela加e Pea"on (ScoIeγ).

1984 _ A RESERVE PREMIERSHIP & O’BRIEN

MEDAL WINNER
This team showed very early in血e season血at血ey

Were POtential finalists. After los血g血eir open血g



A Reserve P「em!el.s " 1984

Front Pow: M, BuIiock, B. WeIIs, Dom O’Brien, Dan O’Brien, B. Hura, A. PuIchase

F「ont Row: K. Stephens, H. Simpson, G. Court, M, Saieeba, D. Burley, A. Jones, D. Walker. P McGrath (CIC)

match,血ey only lost two games for the remainder

Of the season to finish on top going into血e finals.
’rhe second semi-final saw Frankston behind Cheト

tenham until血e 6th innings when some fine hitting

COuPled wi血some errors by Cheltenham put them

One run ahead. Runs scored in血e next two innings

Clinched血e game 12〃・ Monash, having defeated

Dingley in血e first semi-fina1 10Il, WaS defeated

by Cheltenham 7/3 in血e preliminary final. The

SCene WaS therefore set for a ”nail-biting” grand

鯖n血.

Wi血pitchers well in control, bo血sides were

SCOreless un軸心e 4血innings when Cheltenham

gained血e first rm. This was fo皿owed by another in

血e 6血and血e score remained 2ro going into血e

bottom of血e 9血. Showing strong, detem血1ed bat-

dng, Frankston recovered mag血cendy with five hits

laterin血e game to secure血e皿ag 312. Kei/h S嬢,庇us

made the winning hit through right field!

Teams members were:

P MeGmth (CyCJ M B(′l′oc4 Å. PI〃ohase, G.

Cb払rl D. BI最e男A. Jones, M Saleeba, B.Hα朋,

Dom O’BIおn, R. W鋤s, K部aphe朋. M O’Brien,

H S函pso", A. 1肱雄ermdDan O’B肩en.

AIr九ew P(I鳩hase capped off a great year by

Winning血e O’Brien Medal for血e Best and Fairest

血A Reserve.

1987 - UNDER 15 E」EVEN YEAR DROUGHT

BROKEN

After a sIow star=o血e season, the team moulded

themselves into a real force and finished the home

and away game§ in second position.

The team defeated lyndale 16/9 in血e s∞Ond

Semi-final, Whilst Dingley defeated Bonbeach 8^)

and Lyndale 12I6. The grand final proved to be a

ten§e StIuggle. After taking an early lead, Dingley

managed to peg Frankston back to a one run ad-

Vantage. Both teams continued to score freely but

Frankston maintained a one run lead. The boys kept

their ”cool” in moment§ Of crisis - unlike son:re

SPeCtatOrS - and finally achieved su∝eSS Wi血an

8n victoⅣ二
°feam nembers were:

A. Richa櫛比S. Whitehead, B. Holto均S.

BeaI′mO母材1肱的T ArdlのR. Hen男G.血筋g,

畑l拘odle男T Longmll所W Basiek T T汚職wiih,

M V肋′s. Peter F巌ney (Coach)朋d Gme肋e Wを聴

(Asst Coach).

1988 - A GRADE ANOTHER D照OUGHT

BROKEN

The A Grade team, nOW known to a11 as ”The

Tbmatoes’一, Went through血e season wi血o血y one

lo§S - tO Bonbeach in round one. After finishing血e



A Grade Pl.emiers - 1988

Back Pow: D. Dicker (CapぬinICoach), D. Simpsoれ, P Shirley, S. Pu調hase, N. SaIeeba

Front Row: M. Anderton, D. Jones, A. Purchase, M. HoImes, A. WaIker, D. Shanahan

SeaSOn in top position,血ey defeated Cheltenham

4/l in the second §emi-final. Bonbeach defeated

Dingley 8/5 in血e first §emi-final, and Cheltenham

9/5 in血e preliminary final.

What took plaoe the fo11owing week i§ nOW Part

Of Dandenong Baseball Association history At

6.13pm, after (Welve in血ngs and 3 hours 43

minutes of play, Frankston狐d Bonbeach were tied

at five-all. The decision to stop play was made

血ereby resul血g in血e first A Grade grand final

draw in Dandenong B aseball Association history.

The re-Play血e following week at Dingley

ground proved to be somewhat of an antiでIimax

as Fねnkston easily defeated Bonbeach 1313 in血e

7血im血gs.

The victorious team comprised:

D. Dic龍r (CyC), A. P初a履se, S. P肋ohase, R.

Hogan, M l砺聴D. Shanah伽, M Holmeβ, D.

S加雄"O", N Saleeba, M Ande#on, A. 1肱I庇事P

ShirZe男P Glou男A. h"e∫, D. Jones肋d J. La〃-

CαSteγ.

1990-AFiRST IN D GRADE

Junior players combined wi心血e six senior players

to fiilish the sea§On With a 1513 win爪oss記cord.

The D’s were血erefore wen qua臆ed to compete

against o血er finalists.

The second semi-final agalnst Omond-Glen-

huntly (at OGH) resulted in a win for血e Frank§tOn

team 11/5, Oakleigh made it血rough to血e grand

final by defeating Momington 9β and OGH 16rs.

An excellent pitching perfomance by Rogeγ

HenIツ(an Under 15 in 1987) wi血eight imings

Pitched, nine hits and five k’s, backed up by sound

fielding and good batting, reSulted in Franketon

reeording an outstanding win 19/8.

Players in血at tean were:

相W訪砺er (の, P Conel鼻S, Sch桝沈め事S Ellみ

G. C融has, C Myleβ, D. S肋くわ購, R. He"I男S.

Beau朋か融aI暮d脇Ba∫ねた

1 991一一一TOMÅ「OESll T剛UIVIPH

After finishing on top wi血o血y two defeats for血e

SeaSOn, ”The Tb皿atceS一’were defeated 5I3 by

Cheltenham in血e second se皿i-final. A convincing

1 1/3 preliminary final win again§t Bonbeach

resulted in yet ano血er grand final appearance.

用eyd Selleck was血e star血1g Pitcher and he



D Grade Premie「s - 1990

Back Row: W. Bastek, FI. Henry, S. Beaumont, C. Myles, N. Winther; S・ Schneide「

Front Row: P Coneii, G. Ciapham, S. E冊s, S. Myles, D. Sanders

Å Grade Pl.em!ers " 1991

Back Row: F. Se=eck, D. Dicker, L. Walters, M. Kiinger, D, Simpson, M. WeI〃s, G, Finney, M. Anderton, S. E購S,

S. Purohase

Front Row: A, Purchase, D. Shanahan (CaptainICoach), M. O’Brien (Batboy), R. Hogan, M. Holmes, D. Sande「s



Obtained good support from the batters with four

runs scored in the first innings. After having two

Out and no one on base, ”くく州αy Holmes.

Michael Kli"ge青Daryl Dic加γ andMa壷Ander-

めn scored on an error and a clutch hit from

S加arl Pαタでha∫e.

Cheltenham scored three nlnS in the third and

血e score was stil1 4n after five innings when

Robert Hogan replaced Floyd Sel′eck on the

mound. Lefgh l肱穣I瞥SCOred a vital run on Ma庇

A"《ねmo融ground ba11心血e 8血. Frankston’s tight

defence held off a late challenge from Cheltenham

Who left bases loaded in血e 9th imings.

Coach Da肋めn Shnd∽ WaS eStatic wi心血e 5β

Win as he was un社)le to play becanse of ipjury. The

即ght of血e day was血e andcs of Cbelte血a皿

CatCher, C厄日Ke朋ic4 who kept prxlucing血e odd

rme from bdid血e pla記! The team later found out

血at Craig was wearing ”musical boxer shoItS’一!

Safe hits: L. l)肱かers, M Hol桝es, A. P!′乃hase,

S. P肋oh餌e, D. Si即pSOn肋dM. AIlderton - 1 ea(九

Team members were:

D.朝腹棚板肋(α切月Se〃e(吃R. Hogan,ふ

P〃青さhase, L. 1陥Ite鳩, M Ho枕es, D. DickeI M

脇l匁G. F就職のM AnderJo職, D. Simpson, A.

P肋oh側e, M K枕ge′ D. Stz庇e∬朋dS.劇捉.

1995- UNDER 12,s DO IT iN THE 50「「H

There could be no better way to celebrate血e

Club’s Golden Jubilee血an to win a pre皿iership.

Despite血e e節brts of血e senior tealⅢ and o血er

junior sides血e privilege was left to血e ’’Tiny

Tbmatoe§.一(Under 12’s).

A talented team capably led by Mat血ew

O’Brien and the Anderton twins i皿PrOVed

beyond the calibre of血e competition as血e

Sea§On PrOgreSSed and thoroughly deserved血eir

Premiership honour.

Capitalising on血eir con血ua11y improving per-

for皿anCe throughout the sea§On the ”Tiny

Tbmatoes” managed to defeat Chelsea 5β in血e

2nd semi-final to eI巧oy a rest血e following week.

The week’s break seemed to increase血e competi-

tive aspirations of血e team as血ey easily defeated

Chelsea 9/3 in血e grand final.

Pe血aps the most significant factor in血is

Premiership win was that each and every player

contributed in a manner which demonstrated

quality sportsmauship and a commimlent tO血e

team and its endeavours.

The support of parents was also significant and

Certa山y played a fomidable role in the tea皿’s

SuCCeSS.

Under 12 P「emie「s - 1995

Back Row: M, Anderton (Manager), M. O’Brien (Coach)

Middle Row: L. CarliIe, R. Peizer, C. Anderton, M. O’Brien, R. Anderton, B. Garvey, M. Ande喝on, D. Felthan

Front Row: B, Birt, T Mason, D. Buh, D. isaacs



Social Functions

It is di鯖cult, if not impossible, to imagine coming

Off the ground after an aftemoon’s toil in血e sun

Or O血erwise, hopping in your car and going

Straight hone. What a terrible血ought! Definitely

not cricket, SOrry baseball!

There are clubs that place so much emphasis on

SOCiaheing瓜at whatever sport血ey are invo量ved in

Plays second-fiddle to er互oying血e company of the

OPPOSition and their team mates. Conversely,血ere

are also clubs where血e gane result is everything

and social activities are at a pre皿iu皿Fortunately,

SuCh clubs are in a minority. The lads at Frankston

Baseball Club have always accepted a play-tO-Win

POlicy whilst on the gromd, yet SOmehow seem to
muSter血eir extraordinary reserves of enengy to

ertioy themselves afterwards. Their rule seems to

be: if血e opposition can’t last瓜e distance, We

Certai血y will !

血the early days, facilities at the Club were not

as developed as they are today. Six o’cIock cIosing

resu獲ted in players rushing down to血e nearest
”Watering Hole” in order to epjoy a few drinks with

血e opposition and team mates・

As Club facilities deve獲oped, the Club was血e

SPOt, despite the likelihood of a visit from血e

district Police Inspector. Players would assemble,

With minimum lighting and despite water dripping

t血ough the roof, WOuld eIもoy a few ”samples’一of

血e ’一good drop.一’In order to ensure血at the Club

WaS nOt Visited by a member of the law, a ”Cock-

atoo一● (a lookout) was posted at an appropriate

posi心on.

House Parties were very popular in血e early and

mid 1950’s, and gatherings in excess of 60 people

regularly assembled at血e homes of Rod Mc-

Clelland, Clarγie CuγWOOd, Mrs. McDonald,

Ge(淵‘ Dro〃gh, Go7don J細, Ray C%`やple and

Brian Jack, in order to dance the night away.

Bill O’Brien, the father of John and Paul, had

eage血y awaited the紅st A Grade premiership flag.

When the team won the 1953 pennant, they
Celebrated at the now-CIosed ’’CIoverleigh.”

Celebrations for血e 1957 and 1962 flags were held

at血e Pier and Grand hotels respectively.

Barbeques were held on Field Gane Days and

teams from R王chmond and Collingwood were in-

Vited to join in the festivities. Brian Jack built a

1arge barbecue for the Club which proved to be an

asset as far as team gatherings were concemed.

血血e early days血ps away to Bendigo and

Geelong were arranged by such senior players as

Cha房e ChγWOOd AぴBuhiくおe and John O ’BJden.

Apart from s∞ial games between the various clubs,

these血ps provided an opportu血y for faII血es to

Pack the picnic basket and eI豆oy血emselves.

Tbday, nOt a great deal seems to have changed

as far as the post-matCh activi血es are concemed.

After血e traditional shower and so皿ething to eat,

the lads congregate at ’’The Patch“● (血e bar), and it

is on! Baseball, footbaⅡ, POlitics (SOmetimes),血e

WOrking week and its problems and su∞eSSeS, are

topics血at are discussed wi血en瓜usiasm. If there

WaS nO瓜ing organised at an altemative venue,血e

lads would generally outlast血e opposition at血eir

favourite pasti皿e - Chatting and drinking.

Thursday night is traditionally ”Selection

Night’一where血e ”Selecto重s” perform all sorts of

miracles in ensuring血at each senior tea皿has a f皿

1ist of players for血e following Saturday’s round

Of matches.

The range of social activities held at血e Club

OVer血e years has been extensive - dances in the

Mechanic’s Hall (With Cook’s Orchestra), BBQ’s,

dimers, fancy dress nights, Car ra11ies,血ps away,

disco’s, fashion parades, Player auctions, talent

quests, beer and wine tastings, trivia nights, COCk-

tail parties, a bad taste night, and smoke nights -

and have either originated at a Committee level or

On an i皿PrOmPtu basis. On many occasions,血e

皿Oming-after一皿e-night-before was not looked

upon wi血a great deal of enthusiasm by many of



血e participants, Particularly if a Sunday game had

been scheduled.

The lads丘om the Frankston Baseball Club have

OVer血e years seriously challengrd the law rela血ng to

mixing basdr皿with the consumption ofvarious forIus

Of alcdlOl. Wh血st血ere are playerS Who would never

touch a drop before a game,血ere ae quite a few who

have劃丘ved at a venue職xplendent in血eir unifom,

but ’一su債ering’’from a variety of maladies usua皿y

associated wi血a wee dash of over-ind山gence !

Provincial Camival trips have provided yet

ano血er opportunity for Frankston representatives

to “’eI可oy血emselves.’’Some of the ”expIoits” of

Dandenong Baseball Association representatives

border on血e lines ofunprintable. The fact血at the

Dandenong Baseball Association were Senior

Champions from 1990-92 is something血at defies

description.

The amual Presentation Night is genera11y the



DBA Finals - a lighthearted view

The Dandenong Basd〕a11 Association finals are a

皿qjor event in baseba田in this part of the State. For

some it is THE event of血e year and one that is

Physically and emotionally demanding一也at is of

COurSe if you are a pal心cipant.

The players from the respective clubs generally

arrive in separate vehicles, mu宣nble unintelligible

expressions to one another, 1ook for divine inter-

Vention if血e umpire ca11s a ”strike’. instead of a
’.balli●, PrOPel themselves around血e dianond and

SurrOunds in a state of glazed concentration, 1ook

SOmeWhat mysti丘ed if血eir hit has not pierced血e

infield, grmt and groan, queStion瓜e u血pire’s

ancestry (Silently of course), and try to remain
“icool一● in血nes of crisis!

For血e non-COmPetitors, it is a case of align

yourself wi血a particular tea血, and血en watch

both teams go through what can only be described

as unadulterated torture !

At血e end ofthe day when all has been won or

lost, it is血記to relax, Chat, analyse血e ga皿e to

血e ’nth degree, relive血ose ”magic moments一’,

C血ICise ”unmercifica11y” what should have been

done by the losing team (SuCh a task is easy mainly

because you were not playing), and血en have a few

Cle狐S血g血es・

What better way to spend a Saturday or Sunday
aftemoon! Certain量y beats mowing血e lawns! For

血e victors, it is a case of celebra血g - it really

doesn’t matter where or wi血whom, the important

th血g is to live it up! Re止ve血ose special hits,

Pitches, double plays, Outfield catches, home則nS

(if they happened to take place), rm-down plays,

and lOI other things血at took place before血at

Well-dressed umpire ca11ed ’●TIME AND GAME ! ’’

It doesn’t really matter when the final is played -

Saturday or Sunday - mainly because the next day

is not likely to be remembered.

Productivity is likely to be down at one’s place

Of empIoyment, mai血y because members of血e

Winning team are not likely to be present. Celebra-

tions are therefore likely to con血ue we皿into血e

Week following the final.

For血e losers, it is a case of what ’’could/should

have been.’旧it was close, for example 5/4, Certain

questions wi11 be asked. If it was a ’’whipping’“, for

example 7/2 0r WOrSe,血e less said血e be請er" There

is always next season. In血e neantime, have

another ale, bourbon, Or Whatever, generally at血e

losing club’s home base. At血e work site血ings are

likely to be sonewhat §ubdued and baseball a topic

not to be discussed.
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Sunday Tfaining

Afeature ofwinterbaseball, P狐iculady in血e 60’s

and 70’s, WaS the organisation of training sessions

- On a Sunday moming!

You may weu ask who in their right mmd would

dare to ask, COrreCtion de皿and,血at players present

血e皿Selves for a training session the ’’moming after

血e night before.’一

Well, at Frankston it really happened,狐d it was

a case of ’一no training, nO Play on a Saturday,一’as

teams for血e following round of matches were

Selected AFI唱R training on a Sunday moming. Tb

add insult to injury, an Attendance Book was re-

quired to be signed by a11 p獲ayers. Despite血e fact

血at many players attended in varying degrees of

SObriety,血ey did attend and participated in a

Variety of training rou血es. Sliding practice in血e

black, Merri Creek soil was a feature of血ese

training sessions and guaranteed a very quick

recovery from血e previous night’s outing.

The First Mound

A momd has been broadly defined as a ”heap of

earth, Sand or stones.ii When a pitcher steps onto
that elevated piece of ground he enters another

WO血d, and assumes huge resI)OnSibility for the

OutCOme Of a particular game.

The first mound at Framkston Baseba獲l Club was

consm]Cted in 1974. A Ioad of crushed rock from

a quarry in Seaford was deposited near the existing

3rd base line and from there it was transported by

an antiquated steel-Wheeled barrow to the correct

POSitio皿, that is sixty foot, Six inches ( 18.44 m)

from home plate.

Home Base

Over血e years a pemanent club base has been of Cricket Ground. The importance of having per-

great importance to a variety of sporting and non-　manent Club roomS Shou獲d not be underestimated

SPOrting organisations. Ones that readily oome to as such a "base" provides a meeting place for

mind include Victoria Park, Kardinia Park, the players, aVenue forcommittee and social activities,

Westem Oval, and血e world famous Melboume aIldofcoⅢSe血esite for血ehome/awaycor呼出缶on.
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The history and development of Frankston

Baseba11 Club’s p一℃Sent Club rooms is particularly

interes血g. Not surprising獲y, Players of血e mid

1940’s would regard present day facilities as ex-

travagant when compared to what was available in

their playing days. Players were required to change

in a dark and dingy room under血e grandstand血at

had no lig舶ng, One taP, and of course no shower

facilities.

CRANBOURNE ROAD RESERVE " EARしY DAYS

Around the late 20’s eady 30’s血e ground was used

as a racetrack for midget cars - a SPOrt Which was

POPular at血e time. As a raceirack it could not

have rivalled the proposed Albert Pak Grand Prix,

but was not, PreSumably,血e subject of such con-

troversy as surrounds血e GP circuit.

At that stage血e oval was surrounded by a low

(two plank high) fence which was a precursor of

血e modem day car race circuit’s crash barriers.

Whatever the success or o血erwise of血e carracing

ente町rise, it did not continue far into the 30’s. At

血e tine of血e opening of the High School in

Quality Street, the ground was used as a sports field
for the school. InterschooI cricket matches were

Played there and血e girls played hockey at瓜e

northem end ofthe ground. T血s areawas later used

by the Frankston Soccer Club.

Around 1939 the concrete cricket wicket was

removed and the Council replaced it with two turf

Wickets. A血ird turf wicket was subsequently laid

between瓜e original two, the work being carried

Out largely by the voluntary efforts of Eric

John露on and another well known sporting identity

- Bill Pγende7官aS手Eric Joh朋のn was the sane

E高c Johnston who was largely responsible for the

founding of血e Frankston Basねall Club.

h 1934 aScout Jamboree was he看d in Frankston.

For this Jambouree, SeVeral timber grandstands

were built at血e Jamboree site which was in the

area approximately bounded by YしIi11e Street in血e

east, Baden Powen Drive in the west, Wbodlands

Grove in血e north and Humphries Road to the

SOuth. When the JaII血oree was finished, these

Stands were relocated at various sporting sites

within the Shire. One of them was relocated at the

then Cranboume Road Reserve. This stand per-

forned a useful purpose for some years but was

unfor血nately bumt down around 1948.

The present club rooms were built early in血e

War yearS and were used as a Drill Hall for the

A皿y and血e V)1unteer Defence Co甲s. It also

PrOVided some sort of gyrmasiun for瓜e High

School. Part of it was taken over by血e Basd〕all

Club and the Cricket Club after億1e fire which

de§trOyed the grandstand. At one stage it was

PrOPOSed to demolish血e building but血e Council

WaS PreVailed upon to retract血eir decision and血e

Start Of renovating血e buildings was made using

VOluntary labour from the two clubs. Fu血er

renovations were carried out over血e years and血e

rear end of the building was taken over by the

Baseball Club when the fonner tenant - the Ju皿ior

Library - WaS relocated.

The Frankston Cricket Club vacated血e ground

in 1971 and was replaced by the YCW Cricket
Club, Which sti11 shares the ground and buildings

with the Baseball Club.

The ground at present is little changed since 1 950.

The coⅡugated iron fence w血ch once fenced血e

Cranboume Road and Olive Grove frontages has

been removed as has血e fence around血e oval itsdf,

Which had provided血e crash balrier for血e midget

Cars, but血e rest remains substantially unaltered.

血the ear獲y days of血e war the Amy estal)1ished

a Physical∴ITaining Camp at血e site of the old

CEBS Camp in Overton Road. Tbp sportsman

from all over Australia were stationed at this canp,

the most famous of which was Dona物GeoIge

B者adnan. Other Test cricketers were L.0’B
’’Chnek’’FleetwooみSm肋, a hig軸y gifted spin

bowler for Victoria and Australia in血e 1930’s,

Baγry Sco#, a Victorian fast bowler, and Len Daγ-

1ing, a Victorian and Australian batsman who also

Played in瓜e same era. The camp arranged matches

with local teans and at least one inter-SerVice

match was played on血e oval.

Bradnan played in most of the games. On one

OCCasion血ey played a match against血e High

School and one ofthe students is u血ikely to fonget

the line in the score book which read:

Bradman D.G caughtAiien bowled SheeTan　87

既m Glo〃ry and John O ’Brien were members of

血e High School tea皿.

Around 1970 the ground which hi血er too was

known as血e Cranboume Road Reserve or Cramy

Club“一, WaS renamed the ’一Samuel Sherlock

Reserve“. in honour of the former Shire President.

THE PURPLE PAiNT CAPER

The interior of the present club rooms has under-

gone innumeral)1e stnlCtural and other changes.

One of血ose ’“o血er一’changes took place in血e late

1960’s.



At血at tine the hippie movement was in vogue

and such a movenent featured brightly coIored

POSterS With strange designs. Long hair was
definitely in! A few of血e players血ought it would

be a good idea to do some ’血terior decorating’一and

血e club rooms d血y su揮ered! Brian Jack provided

a large quan心ty of psychedelic purple paint and it

WOuld not take too much imagination to visualise

what the rooms Iooked like when the lads had

finished their artistic endeavours.血short, they

Were SOmething else ! S onehow血e remalning club

nembers accepted such vivid decor until about

1973 when re-Painting wi瓜a somewhat neutral

COIor took place.

THE ROOF-PLUGG看NG CAPER

As would be expected, additional ’’interior design-

ing’“ of the club rooms was not complete獲y

OVe血ooked, thanks to血e ente卿rising e鯖orts of

Certain members. One particular proble皿that

needed to be soIved was that of the roof - it leaked

like a sieve!

Our i11us血ous presenトday ”Chief Executive’’,

MaJ* O ’Brfen, had sonehow acquired several cans

Of malthoid, a Substance血at is used in surfacing

Cricket pitches and o血er outside surfaces. Mark,

and two enthusiastic helpers in Peter Glour), and

Peter Richa7ds, PrOCeeded to apply血is black,

yucky substance to皿e INSIDE of血e roofed area.

Origina11y it was血ought that two or血ree nights

WOk wo山d see血e job completed. Not so as it

tumed out. Six weeks later the malthoid had been

applied to every visible (and so皿e invisible) part

Of the roof. Apart from Peter Richa′あfalling o任

SOme SupPOrting planks and having a can of mal-

血oid cover most of止血, nO real problemS Were

encountered by皿s血o’s e徹)rtS tO PrOteCt their

fellow members from the elements.

Alas, Our ”t血ee artists” work did not survive for

too Iong as血e Council thought ”enough is enough““

and completely re-rOOfed the building-

ANYONE FOR SOME CREOSOTE?

血order to improve the overall appearance of the

floor in the pre-Ca町et days, Ga7ツJones, a friend

Of Jan Sigmont, generouSly provided 40 ga11ons of

CreOSOte - a dark, Oily liquid which is obtained by

disti11ing tar and used for preserving wood. Sone

Of血e lads - Mark O’Bγien was naturally one of

血em - added a few glugs of sump oil and a few

PaCkets of red ochre from血e local McEwan’s

StOre. After the皿oor was swept and rough-Sanded,

the creosote was applied with old sheets and

blankets. Unfortunately in time瓜e red oc血e

faded, but血e組oor was thoroughly ”preserved”, in

more ways than one. No self-reSpeCted tem血e

WOuld come within a ten-mile radius of血e place

as the creosote had penetrated not o血y瓜e組00r

boards but many other unseen places !

LINOLEUM AT 」AST!

Linoleum had a very short stay at血e Club - One

SeaSOn ! Six roIIs of very inferior quality linoleum

(血at did actua獲ly fa11 off the back of a truck in

Mordiallic) was laid in the the late 60’s or 70’s. Due

to血e fact that it was not cleat or sprig-PrOOf, its

life at the Club was a very short one.

THE FIRST CAI]PET

The first carpet血at was laid in the club rooms was

generously provided by M;ck O’Shea b bro血er. It

did not '一fall off a truck’一but came from a hone that

WaS being renovated.

Ttevor Lowe, Mick O ’Shea and MaJ* O ’Brien,

1oaded the carpet into Trevor’s station-WagOn,

transported it to血e club rooms where it was duly

laid. Unfortunately, a m雀jor prd〕lem arose on

Windy nights - the carpet would regularly ’一rise up’一

as a result of wind acdon undemeath the flooring

boards !

THE SECOND ATTEMPT

The second attempt at carpeting血e roomS WaS

highly successful mai血y because it was laid in

accordance wi血current procedures. After血e

Council had re-StumPed the main arca,血e carpet -

a yenow, red and orange high shagpile variety

(COurteSy Of the CBA Bank in Frankston) -丘nally

Came tO reSt. On windy nights it would stay put - a

great improvement on its predecessor! a]or血ose

interested in seeing probably the last sample of血is

illustrious floor covering, We believe血at Ge(淵‘

Saleeba still has a piece in his Land Cruiser")

THE SA」AMANDER日URNER

The ’一Salamander Bumer’’was a portal)le on一五red

POトbe皿ed stove that resided in the Club Rooms in

the early 1970’s. Unfortunately,血is impres§ive-

1ooking piece of heating apparatus did have one

mQjor problem - When it really ’fired up’血ose

present inside had to open bo血doors or go outside

to escape血e intense heat it generated. Needless to

Say,血e Salamander Bumer did not have too Iong

a career at Cra皿boune Road,



HOT WATER AT LAST O血er renovations included re血ing of血e walls,

In 1960 a shower facility was installed in the now carpeting, Pain血g, i皿ProVed ligh血1g and seating

front store room, COurteSy Of Ge(折Sdleeba who facilities. Extemal cladding was carried out in

PrOVided the lal)Our, and瓜e Frankston and Hasト　1981. The entire club rooms were re-CarPeted in

ings Shire who provided a one pound Ioan ($2.00) 1995 as aresultofthegenerous efforts oftheJones

for the club to obtain the necessary materials.　　Family.

Pitchball

Frankston baseba11ers proved themselves

masters of血e locally-devised game of pitchba11 in

血e late 1970’s, ea血y 1980’s.

血many ways址s game was the forerumer of

血e now very pop山ar indoor cricket. As the game

WaS Played outside, the batsman and stumps
’resided’on a short strip of five-Ply timber- Nine

Players were in a team,血e丘elders wore gloves if

required,狐d each bat血g pair was allocated a set

number of overs to make as many runs as possible.

Penalties applied fo十Idis皿issals.一e.g. minus five

runs if you were bowled, Caught or run out. Both

batsII記n COuld be run out o鯖The one ball, The ball

used was not unlike the practice variety used in

baseba11.

Unlike the normal rules of outdooI/indoor crick-

et,血e ball was not bowled, but thrown ! It was in

this area that the lads fi.om the Frankston Baseball

Club really excelled themselves in that they

defeated the Momington Council ’“Nargers’’by

twenty-five runs in血e grand且nal which was

Played at Frankston VRA Park・ Frankston’s team

COmPrised Mark O ’Brien (C呼融in焔,aCh), L沈e

O ’Bγien, Bi〃 O ’Bγien, Ge(折Cb〃r4 Peter Glol隼y

丁te Ball

Tteball, amOdifiedfomofbaseball, is asportthat　血e children as well as their parents who provided

has increased in popularity over血e past few years. en血usiastic supporL

As part of the Club’s overall development pro-　　As a result of govemment funding it was pos-

gram,血e 1995 teeballcompetitionresultedin over sible to obtain uniforms∴and other essential

forty children between血e ages of six to ten years equipment.

actively invovled in皿s ga皿e on a Sunday mom-　The Club is con五dent that the tee ba11 competition

ing attheClub’sheadquarters onCranboumeRoad will continue to develop血ereby providing血e

The competetion has proved highly pOPular wi血　Club wi血a sound ba§e for血e futue.





The lIG.0.B.11 Award

Sportsmen and women a11 agree that crowds are a

Vital ingredient at any sporting event. Spectators

Create atmOSPhere and at times urge on great sport-

ing feats. There are the inte11∞tuals,血e serious,

血e astute, and at血e o瓜er end of血e scale, the

rowdy, and of course, the yobbo.

Many wi皿marvel at the wizardry of Shane

Wame, be awe-StruCk at the awesone power of a

Greg Norman drive off the tee or a Goran

Ivanisevic serve, Or be bedazzled by血e b皿iance

Of an Allan Border cover drive or the overall agility

Of Andre Agassi.

There is however a certaln breed of spectator

Who at times stands out over血e rest. They may

have血emselves failed to play sport but their

PreSenCe is more or less obligatory.You may find
血em in Bay 13 or on the Sydney Hill and血ey can

be heard behind home plate in any baseball park in

血e world. They are a strong and traditional link

between sport and瓜e stage. I refer to those gifted

gabs, the Mou血s from the Sou血,血ey are of

course, Wi血beer can in hand,血e masters of the

one瓦皿eL

血recognition of these warTiors of wit,血e puト

VeyOrS Ofpun, the Frankston Baseball Club ”GOB”

AWARD was bom. The name of the award is an

acronym of its inventors, ’’Glo〃ry’’(PeterJ and
’’0’B房en’’㈹fd庇). It was decided that this award

be a bottle of champagne, a de皿ijohn at血at,血e

contents of which would enhance the acidic ton-

gues of the winners!

It has not been possible to recall every comment

made by every wimer but since 1975 when the

inaugural wimer - Neil Killian - uttered, ’’Who

Shook Jhe pig加ough!’’to Momington’s Steve
’Piggy’’Bowen, Subsequent wimers have brought

血eir own brand of humour and notoriety to血e

award.

One wor瓜y wimer of wit who readily comes to

mind is Pa14l　′胸cca′′施Gmth. Paul’s mouth

Cane into play at a match against Noble Pak. The

Orioles have produced some aggressive players but

none mo宣e SO血an血e late rZ)mmy Shan癌. Tbmmy

had a passion for playing hard and if there was a

fight to be had, Tbm皿y was there. You see,

Tbmmy’s p皿osophy was that if you can’t win the

game, at least win血e丘ght! Nothing, We血ought,

COuld hurt Tbmmy. Unfortunately for Tbmmy血at

day, he r∞eived a nasty fast-ba11 to血e face. It may

have been age creeping up ora long day in the field,

but Tbmmy went down.

Now Paul, being血e gentleman he is, neVer f皿y

Shared Tbmmy’s beliefs and wi血Tbmmy down

狐d血oughts of calling for an ambulance, Paul

Cried out, ’鯖as anyone called肋e panel beater

yet? ’’I should point out that It)mmy Survived狐d

Went On tO fight ano瓜er day.

Another wimer was Jim ’Smi確y’P1ひkho脇ik.

Jim’s famOuS ’一mou血ing’’was made in a gane

against Chelsea. The umpire was Warrm ’No妙’’

HaJding. Now _n was not of slim build. You
COuld safely describe his gi血as expansive, huge,

whatever.

On皿s particular day Wamen became worried

about the failing light and promptly ordered,
’一Hustle on the field,血e light’s getting worse! ’“ Tb

Which Ji皿replied, ’げyou moved awの,jわm物e

鋤n Jhe Jight woz,ld諦be a pγOblem!’’

血case you are血inking血at the award was o血y

awarded to males, females also gotinto血e act. One

in particular was LoFTaine一●I want to be a Coach一一

Court. Lorraine’s one-1iner was due to血e inspira-

tional a節ect it had on a certain player.

Lorraine’s day in血e sun came at a match against

Bonbeach. Frankston was having a bad day but

none worse血an Jan ’Polb′“′ Polla胞”Polly’s一一

batting stats for 8 innings was none for nine i.e. no

血ts for 9 consecutive fresh-air swings. Wi血2 out,

and bases Ioaded, gueSS Who’s time it was to bat?

You guessed it, i’Polly’“・

Now we have all heard血e story of Babe Ru勃

taking 2 strikes before powering血e ball out of血e



Park. Well ’“Polly“’,皿eVer One for taking a pitch,

SWung at血e first two, and yes you guessed right

again;’Polly一“ missed ! At血at stage Loffaine yelled

Out tO血e Coach. ’’7Z誘e hめ〔雄Jcan owing betteγ

めan Jhat on !heくわncefZoor! ’’

Lorraine’s comⅡrent muSt have had a profound

effect on ’’Polly” and I rather suspect血at when he

faced血e third pitch he saw Lorraine’s face painted

a皿over the ba11. With one mighty swing, ’“Polly”

POWered血e ball over centre-right field fence! One

Win for Frankston, and a permanent place in the

血story books for ”Polly’“・

But the criterion to win the award is not for

Outlandish corrments solely directed at players and

umpⅡCS・

Robert Davis for example, reeeived血e award for

his rema出血1e inpersonations of players, O縦cials

and縫x3CtatorS at a T粗ent Night held at血e oub.

Ano血er wi皿ner Was Rob ’Bγ重ltuS Bel咋ake’’

ⅥをIIs. Rob always spoke his mind and told it how

he saw it, Often brutally ! He would always have the

last word and was as subtle as a Paul Keating tirade

in the Lower House. Subtlety and dipIomacy were

never Rob’s strong points. Rob wou量d have been

an ea血ier recipient of the award except血e judging

Panel was duty bound (forced) to delete most of

Rob ’s expletives.

The year Rob did win血e award was one when

not a single ’一GOB” nominee could be found right

up to Presentation Nlght. Clearly a miracle was

needed. On血is auspicious occasion, the unthink-

able occuned, the血ing most of u§ dreaded -
”Wellsie” won his first on-field Senior Trophy -

Best Team Man !
It wasn’t so much Rof) Winning血e troplry ’that

WOnrd血e audience, it was血e speech血at Ire was

likely to make. It may havebeen asking too rmch, but

WOuld we hear a speech synonymous of a W融のn

α霊仰癌Il oration or perhaps, just pe血aps, One im

bued wi血due hum址ty? Alas no. Rob’s speechbegan

and ended with one single, SOlitary word - ’S…!’’

Enough said, Rob. The award was yours!

As was血e custom, ’’Ⅵねllsie’i handed back the

award at the end ofthe following season. But egad!

What was血is? The cork in血e皿agnun had ac-

tually risen to血e point where it wanted to pop !

Co山d this be an omen? Was the award trying to

have the last word? ’一No way,” explained ”We11sie一’,
’’it must have happened when I left血e magnum

near the fire place over the winter. The heat IrluSt

have broken血e wire seal and expanded血e glass

CauSing血e co血to rise.一‥一Wellsie’一should have

been a physicist!

It soon became apparent血at血e ’’GOB’’Award

had met an untinely demise. After a mere 12 years

it was decided that after the 1988 Premiership win

the essence of the award’s life be drained into

anyone brave enough to samPle its ra血er acrid

COntentS and so it cane to pass, the ”GOB” Award

The one-1iners have of course kept flowing over

the years but alas, the ’’GOB’’Award was never

revived.

一一GOB一一AWARD WINNERS

1 975　　Neii Kiiiian

1976　BiilO’Brien

1 977　　Ne= Bax置er

1978　KenBray

1979　Lo「「aineCourt

1 980　　Paui McG「ath

1981　Pete「Cooper

1982　GarryGibney

1 983　　Robert DaviS

1984　JimProkhovink

1985　RobertWeils

1986　GaryDougias

Just in case you are incapal)le of reading the inscrip-

tion on the ’一GOB一’Award, nOW Safe and seeuIe in血e

Club’s trophy cal)inet, it reads as fo獲lows:

7協s magn弼cenfty aged Cha雌,agne話fhe

pIt)dI(Ct Qf ’’Cha細au Baseba〃・ ’’
’脇加膨d jn genu加e o友班a脇er glove阜and c&7t?-

カl砺Iieled寂れC,ugh肋〔華]eStpZ彬WOOI sweat shi7ち

it履zs b。ク)) aj轍"0$e,如n物Iising aci`袖y w励。ut

hav加gめst hs oγゆmlカ加殺めnce・ ’’



The O′Brien Influence

iiFootba= has its legends,

Othe「 SPOrtS tOO, and that’s fine,

Down here at FIankston Basebaii Ciub

We’ve aiways had an O’B「ien.。

The final血e Of血e alrove verse is paIticularly ap-

ProPriate in血is血e 50血Amiversary of血e aub. It

is highly unlikely血at any o血er family ∞uld match

血e quality of service so generously provided by

Various neinbers of血e O’Brien Fan血y-

Over the years皿any SPO血g identities have

ProVided outstanding service to their respective

SPOrtS. Nanes that readおy co宣ne tO皿ind inc獲ude
’ソock’’McHale, the legendry Coach at Co」

1ingwood (714 ga重neS), Allan Jeans, 7bm H`昨y

and Ron Ct!Sey. Whilst血e O’Brien Family may

dispute being compared to such ’一1egends’’, there is

a comparison than can be made as such identities

gave long and valued service to their pardcular

Sp〇九

As one can see from the details llSted below, the

O’Brien Family has a most impressive record.

WILLIAM O’BRIEN (fa血er of John and Paul):

1948 -1954 President FrarLkston Baseba11 Club

1952-1961 Vice President Dandenong Baseball

Association

1958-1961 President Dandenong Baseba11 As-

SOCia血on

JOHN O’BRTEN:

1948-196 1 Secretary Frankston Bascba11 Club

1958-1961 Vice President Dandenong Baseball

Association

1975-1981 Vice President Dandenong Baseball

Association

1962-1974 Secretary Dandenong Baseba11 As-

socia心o皿

1961-1962 Coach Frankston Baseball Club

1966-1967 President Frankston Baseball Club

1 974- 1988 SecretaryIITeasurer Victorian Provincial

Basct)all League

1 979- 1 988 Councillor Victorian Baseball Association

Life Member - Frankston Baseball Club, Dan-

denong Baseball Association, and Victorian

Provincial Baseball League

PAUL O’BRIEN:

1958- 1959 Coach Frackston Baseba11 Club

1961 Coach Frankston Baseball Club

1950- 195 1 Treasurer Frankston Baseball Club

1963- 1965 President Frankston Baseball Club

Life Member - Hankston Basebau Club

MARK O’BRTEN:

1973- 1975 Secretary Frankston Baseba11 Club

1973- 1976 Coach Frankston Baseba11 C宣ub

1975-1977 Assistant Secretary Dandenong
B aseball Association

1978-1981 Vice President Dandenong Baseball

Association

1979- 1983 Coach Fral〕kston Baseball C血b

1981-1989 President Dandenong Baseball As-

sociation

1976- 1995 President Frankston Baseball Club

Life Member - Frankston Baseball Club

Life Member - Dandenong Baseba11 Association

WⅡ⊥IAM (Bin) O’BRTEN:

1977- 1978 Coach Frankston Baseba11 Club

Member of the Committee at various tiIIlleS

血addition to the above, the sons ofPa山- Luke,

Tim, Daniel, Dominic, Simon, and Mark - Mat-

thew - have a11 represented the Club and in sone

CaSeS the D狐denong Baseball Association.

The reasons fdr the O’Brien Family maintain血g

an interest in the galne - in some cases Iong after

血eir playing days were over - apPear to be quite

Simple. They e亘ioyed the game - its山ghs and lows,

Wins and losses, trips away, the many characte重s

the game has produced, the company of血eir tean

mates,血e social activities, and the Club atmos-

Phere wherein o血er nembers of血eir family were

made welcome. As coaches,瓜ey attempted to pass

On tO Others a variety of skills, and as ad-

ministrators,血ey fu皿y appreciated the need for

SOund, flexible, and co-OPerative management-

Apart from the O’Brien Family, tWO Other mem-

bers of the Club (co-incidentally related to血e

O’Brien Family) deserve special mention - Sue

Nicolaoz! (nee GloI/ry) and Peteγ Glo書生y

Over the ycars Sue and Peter have also given



Valuable service - Sue in o紐血e〇五eld activities;

Peter as a player, COach, and member of血e Com-

m誼ee.

SUE NICOLOU:

1977-199 1 Secretary Frankston Baseball Club

1987-1989 Secretary Dandenong Baseba11 As-

socia缶on

198 1 Manager Dandenong Baseball Association

(Under 17’s)

1983 Scorer Dandenong Baseball Association

(Colts)

Life Member - Frankston Baseball Club

Best C獲ub Member 1986

PETER GLOURY:

1979 Coach Dandenong Baseba11 Association

(Under 13’s)

1988 Coach Dandenong Baseba11 Association

(Under 17’s) Undefeated premiers

Life Member - Frankston Baseball Club

Best Club Man 1985

Peter has also coached many junior Frankston

teams and has been a hard-WOrking nember of血e

Committee for many years.

Tb血e meIhbers of血e O’Brien and GIoury

Families I be獲ieve it is appropriate that we extend

a very sincere THANK YOU for瓜eir care, COn-

Cem, and dedication over瓜e years.

A Tlip Tb Remember - Ballarat 1981

Twas the year of ’81 and off to Baliarat we did go,

Tb see ou「 Dandenong Baseball Association Under

13’s put on a reai good show,

lt rained, it biew, and rained some more - the weather

WaSn’t flne,

But us aduits had in justfou「words, ajoIIy supertlme!

And血at we did. There is a fair chance血at if you

took off anywhere in the company ofPaul O Brien

仏SSis脇nt Coach), Am Delane男VIn Wめste基J"め7

and M壷Si7即SOn, Am Pu7℃hase, and the author,

regardless of what Ballarat could provide in瓜e

Wea血er department, things would wam up!

And so血ey did.

After a thoroughIy miserable Saturday in w血ch

our lads won both of血eir matches, the adults, afte重

ensuring血at血e lads were se血ed - the late Bill

Blanden had chained the entire team to their bed-

POStS! - decided to sample the local cuisine.

JゆSilnpSOn decided that she would drive all

Of us into Ballarat in Max’s一車eat white petrol-

guzzling Fairlane““, mai血y because Max didn’t

瓜ink he could for some peculiar reason. Along the

Way Judy came to a roundal)Out, in fact a very big

roundal)Out, and proceeded to drive round it at least

four or five times! When asked by Max where we
Were gOing, Judy answered in a11 imocence, ”I

don’t rea11y know Max, but we don’t seem to be

going too far.’’

By more luck血an management, Judy delivered

us safe and sound to the一’Pancake Parlour” and it

圏
ilDid you know that the next stIikeout l cali

WI= be my 2000th?ii

was here that the fun started. With Pa〃l O ’Brien in

ful1 flight wi血his inpersonations of a ce血

nember of the clergy and Joe虻l玩gers’’αrr (a

POPular pianist of血at tine),血e place was in

uproar. De魚nitely not the place to reflect on the

editorial in the ”Ba11arat Courier.’“

The neal duly arrived and M餌Si,xPSOn WaS in

the process of putting his knife to work when an

egg jumped o挿his plate. VIn l彬bster, Showing a

degree of sk軸心at Messrs Malle埠Si7即SOn and

Stac砕ole would have admired, PromPtly reached

Out and caught it, inches from血e血rf, SOrry Carpet!

After a great night and a few hours ofsleep, We



rejoined our lads as血ey matched血eir sk皿s

against血eir opponents and of course the weather.

The gane before瓜e final (against Colac), WaS

Played in wind, rain, Wind and more rain. The lads
went back to the motel and we relieved them of

血eir uniforms and set off for血e loca1 1aundry in

Order to prepare their uniforms for血e final against

Diamond Va11ey.

The teams had no sooner run onto血e ground

When瓜e rain cane again - this dme in bucketfuls.

Fortunately it eased and瓜e game proceded. With

Ladies

血anks must surely go to Amette O IBrien, Mo扇oa

O’Brien and P也t GlouIツWho in血ose early days

had to contend wi血not just restrictive surround-

ings, SuCh as having a bar in your kitchen or a

kitchen in your bar, but also a lack ofheat - alcohol

did it forthe lads - and “’outback” cooking facilities.

Manys a time the race was on between血ese t血ee

Stalwarts to get nearest血e pie warmer (血e oven)

for heat!

The Club is indeed fortunate to have had血e

invoIve皿ent ofAnnette, Monica and Pat as well as

Sue Nicolao均Jenny Gloz,男E妨ne Ande手のn,

Shirley PerI男Jemy McGγath, Michele mnihe鯵

Kate Dzmkle)) Barba朋O’Brien and Lormine

Courらto mention but a few of the many women

Who have provided valuable o任-field assistance

to members and guests and which is often over-

looked.

One pleasing development is血at over血e years

the Club has developed an atmosphere for women

to consider血emSelves part of瓜e orga皿isation.

The Bayside Club



Victorian Provincial Baseball League

The Dandenong Baseba11 Association team of

1956 was highly skilled in a11 facets of血e game,

in particular batting. Not only were they un-

defeated during the camival, but scored a

man’mO血42 runs to their opposition’s 7 !

As a result of Ron Palme手もwiming血t in血e

final,血e team had a ”Celebration Dinner’’at一’The

Windsor’“ in Dandenong. The重e is no doubt血at血e

Frankston representatives - J〔折毒Metcher (CyC),

Claγrie C九rwoo(Z PaL(l O ’Brien a7訪GoJ扱)n J紳

- WOuld have印ioyed血emselves.

Since 1956,血e Dandenong Basebau Associa-

tion has won血e championships 12 times, Which

included a ’triple’in 1990-92 and the ”double’. -

Seniors and Colts - in 1956-57 and 1977-78.

The Colts tean, nOt to be outdone by the seniors,

also won瓜e championship in 1956. Their overa11

SuPeriority in Victorian Provincial Baseball

League competition showed血at wi心血e excep-

tion of 1958, 1962, 1970 and 1976, they won血e

ChamPionship from 1954 to 198 1.血1976 Banarat

narrowly defeated血em 918 in a thri11ing final

W軸ch was decided by one of血e Dandenong

Baseball Association batters being t血own out at

3rd base. Such a defeat prevented血e Colts from

recording a record of ten straight wins, neVe血e-

1ess, nineteen championship wins was indeed a

remarkable achievement.

As a result of a change in Victorian Provimia獲

Baseball League po看icy, the Colts competition

CeaSed in 1988 and was replaced in 1989 by an

Under 18 division.

It is interesting to note血at wi心血e ex∞Ption of

瓜e Under 12’s, many Players in o血er age groups

- Under 13’s to Colts - have sub§equently repre-

Sented the Club in senior Dandenong Baseba11

Association camival teams.
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VPBL Field Games

The Field Games we宣e a highlig山of Victorian Provin-

Cial Basedall League Canivals for many years undl

血ey finally ceased in 1969.

皿e four events - fungo hit, relay, infield play

のitchertocatcher,tO 2nd, to 3rd, tO lsttohomeplaゆ,

and dianond rm - SaW sone Ofthe fastest players (in

leg and am speeq) and the biggest hitters in acdon.

Tb gain a place in ei血er of血e 4 events indicatrd that

you oould ∞rtai血y rm,血row or hit!

Records established over血e years included血e

め1low血g :

Fungohit　1961 A.Jack(Bendigo)　384i =〇

ReIay　　　1966　Bendigo　　　　　　24.4 sec

Infieid Piay　1976　Ba=arat　　　　　　8.O sec

Diamond Run 1939　L. Sp「ague(Baiia「at) 14.O sec

Whilst Victorian Provincial Baseball League
records do not include血e names of players in tean

events, former players have repo]rfed血at Frankston

Players ac血eved some丘ne res血ts agai皿st som

Very keen opposition.

The ’’Dandenong Cup” (C.WL. OIssen Thophy)

Field G狐1eS WaS COnducted by血e Dandenong

Baseball Association. In 1967 at Bonbeach, G.

Allisey from Frankston was血ird in the Fungo hit

wi血234- 4一一, W田st A. Abbott won the diamond

run with a time of 15.O sec.

At Highett in 1968, Frankston was equal紐st in

the team events, first in the infield play in lO.O seくら

R. Abbott血ird in the diamond run in 1 5.5 secs, and

W O’Brien third in血e fungo hit.

As a result of the tight schedul血g Of matches

in Victorian Provincial Baseball League Car-

nivals, the Field Games have all but disappeared

in recent times. One wonders how fungo hitters

Of today would go in attemp血g to break血e

record set in 1938 by the legendry l施砂Dγiver

at504i 7“.!

Best Club Person Award



「‾　HonourRoll　‾「

業
還
蜜
護
憲
1
 
9
5
8
嵩
1
 
9
6
 
1
嵩
1
 
9
6
。
董
蕊
署
薯
1
 
9
7
。
嵩
罵
1
 
9
7
。
器
篭
認
諾
1
 
9
8
。
箪
脚
器
嵩



Committee

DBA Best Player Awards

O’BRiEN MEDA」 VOTE COUNT

A GRADE (O’Brien IVledaI)

1 977　　L. Postiethwaite

1989　M. HoImes (equaIfi「StWith D. CIarkson -

Chelten ham)

A RESERVE

1984　A. Purchase

B GRADE
1988　N.KnIght

C GRADた

1983　」.O’Brien

BAJTING CHA州PION

1992　D. DiCker(.546)

1994　L. Walters (.539)

HOIVIE RUN KING

1993　D. DICker(4)

ViCTORiAN PROVINCIAL BASBALL 」EAGUE

CHAM PIONS HI PS

ROSS McKENDRY AVARD

(Best Piaye「 Senio「s - VPBしSeries)

1 983　　C. 」ove

1985　D. Shanahan (equai書irstwith D. Ke調e)

1 989　　D. Dicker

1 990　　L. Waiters

1 991　D. Shanahan

1993　M.WeiIs

KEN FOSTER AVARD

(Best Piayer Colts - VPB」 Series)

1 979　　C, Love
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KEN LOVE MEMORIAL AWARD

(日est PIaye「 Unde「 17 - VPBしSeries)

1985　H.Simpson

1987　G.Finney

1992　　S. Eiiis

GO」DEN AR軸AWARD

(Best Pitche「 - VPBL SeJies)

1987　D.Simpson

1988　D.Simpson

1989　R.Hogan

1990　D.Simpson

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

(Best First Yea「 PIayer - VPBしSeries)

1 991　M. Weils

1995　G.Finney

DBA & VPBL Office Bearers

DBA Representatives

UNDER 12

1994　C. Anderton

1995　M. O’Brien R, AndeれOn

UND各R 13

1979★丁O’B「ien P Bray

1980　N. SaIeeba丁O’Brien

1981 S. PuI℃hase (Ali Star) H. Simpson (Aii Star)

1982★ G. Finney G. Lancaster G. Reld

1983　G. Finney

1984　M, W胤IsA.Walker

1985　NoReps

1986　M.We=s

1988　D. Sanders

UNDER 14:

1989*　S. EllIS D. Sande「S

1992　M. Richards

1994　G. Ciapham S. Stephens

UNDER 15

1978　N. Saieeba

1979★ P Adiington (Aii Sta「〉

1980　D. O’Brien M. Saleeba

1981★ N. Saleeba (Aii Star)



1982　S. Pu「Chase N. SaIeeba (A= Star) B. Deianey

P Conneii H. Simpson

1983　S. Purchase M. LeoH. SimPSOn

1984★ A.賄iker

1985’G, Finney

1986　G. Finney D. Jones

1987　P DentM.Wb=s

1988　M.Wells

UNDER 16

1989　A. RiChard M. WeiIs

1990　W, Bastek D, Sanders

1991書S. Eiiis (MVP) D. Sanders

1992　S. Myies D. Stephens

1993　P SaIeeba

uNDER 17

1977　P McGrath (All Star)

1979　B.Thompson

1980★ P Adlington

1981★ P Adiington (A= Sta「)

1982★ A. Purohase R. Davis D. Rigby

M. Saleeba (AIi Star)

1983　S. Womersiey

1985　S.Purohase H. Simpson (Aii Sta「 - MVP)

1986　T Goodridge A. Waiker

1987 J. Lancaster G. Finney (MVP)

1988書S. Whitehead G, Finney D. Jones (Ali Star)

1989　S. Whitehead

UNDER 18

1989★ G. Finney M. WeiIs S. Whitehead

1990　S. Whitehead M. Wells

1991 W BastekS, Beaumont M. We=s (MVP)
1992　D. SandersA. B「OWn S. Ellis (MVP)

1993★ A. Brown S, EiiiS D. Sanders S. MyIes

1994　S. Myles D Stephenson

1995　A. Button

COIJS (UNDER 19)
1948　GeeIong l. Duncan R. O’Brien

1950　Dandenong G. Hawker

R, McCleiiand
l. Beadei l, James G. Stewart

L. Hyde

L, Hyde Beadei

G. Seab「ookT Hunte「

S. Nichois J. Smaie (C)

G. Seabrook

J. Harvey

」. Jondahi J. Harvey W. Soute「

P CuM○○d

P CuIWOOd R. 「七SChendorff

B. Abbott B, Harvey M. Price

R. -feschendorff

C. Atkins M. Ba「ke「

C. Atkins P Connacher

P Curwood

C. Ferguson J. ChiPPerfieid

G. AiiiSey R. Chappie (C/C)

M. O’Brien W. O’Brien (Aii Star)

M. O’Brien (All Star) W, O’Brien

(Aii Star) W. Bums P Coope「

M. O’B「ien W. 0’Brien

N. Crabtree

J, Dray W. Stradhe「 I. Sigmont

i. Sigmont A. Lang

J. D「ay P Gioury

T Haiis
T Haiis

PL McGra書h

C. Love (A= StaトMVP) P McGrath

巳AdIington M. Saieeba

丁‾○○ta「o

A. Purchase M. Saieeba (AiI Star)

N. Saieeba (Ali Star)

M. SaIeeba N. Saieeba

D. Waike「

S. Purchase H, Simpson

A. Wa!ke「

P Shirley A. Waiker

E.Johnson V. Rowe R. Johnson

C. Curwood J. Bowes

L Lockwood V. Powe J. Smaie

C. Curwood J. O’Brien G, Parr

V Rowe

C, Curwood J. O’Brien P O’B「ien

V Powe J. Smaie

C. Curwood J. O’Brien P O’Brien

V. Bowe

C. Curwood P O’Brien J. O’Brien

A, Burndge (Ail Star)

1952　Geelong A, Burれdge (C/C-Ail Star)

C. Curwood J. O’Brlen

R. McCIeiiand

A. Burridge (C) R. McCieiiand

A. Bu「ridge (C-AiI Star) P O’B「ien

A, Bu「ridge (C) R. McCIeiIand

C. Curwood G. Jeffs

J. Metche「 (C/C) P O’B「ien

M. Fietche「 G. Je什S P Leake

J. Metcher (CIC)

G. D「Ough M. Fletcher L, Hyde

巴O’B「ien G. Seabrook

G. Drough (Ali Star) G, Hawker

J. Metcher (CIC-Ali Sta「)

G. Seabrook

J. Metcher (C/C) D. Minter

W. Soute「

J. Harvey

R. Chapple J. Harvey

B. Harvey J. Harvey

R. Abbott

R. Abbott

R. Chapple C. Ferguson

M. Barker M. O’Bnen W. O’B「ien



1972　MtGambie「　M.O’Brien

1973　Geeiong M. O’Brien

1974　Wangaratta M. O’Brien

1975　Bendigo M. O’Brien

1976　Geelong M. O’Brien W. O’Brien (Aii Star)

1977★ Dandenong M, O’Brien J. Johnson W・ 0’Brien

(Aii Sta「) L Postlethwaite

C. Love

C. Love

C. Love (MVP) D. Simpson

C. Love (AII Star)M. Anderton

M. Hoimes D. Simpson T_ lもtaro

(AII Sね「)

M. Anderton M, Holmes

(All Star-MVP) M. Kiinger
M. Anderton

1991’Dandenong D. DickerS. Pu「Chase M. WelIs

(Aii Sta「) D. Shanahan

(Aii Star-MVP) A. Purchase
M. Hoimes D, Simpson

1992★ BalIarat D. Dicker S. Purchase (Ali Star)

C. Love D. SimPSOn M. Anderton

M. WeiIs
1993　Miidura S. Pu「chase (AIi Star) M. Anderton

D. Dicker (Aii Star) C. Love

D. Simpson M, We=s (MVP)
1994　Geelong D. DICke「 S・ Purohase M" Anderton

L, WaIters S. Myles
J. Mcintyre D, Shanahan (A= Star) 1995　AIbu「y

D. Simpson T lbtaro

M. Anderton D. Dicke「 D. Simpson

N. Saleeba M, Hoimes (Aii Star)

M. Anderton D, DiCker N. Saieeba

D Shanahan (A= Sta「) R. Hogan

D. Simpson

D. Dicker R. Hogan D. Shanahan

M. HoImes N. SaIeeba

D, Simpson

S. Purchase M. Anderton

D. Dicke「 (MVP) A. Pu「chase

R. Hogan M. Hoimes D. Simpson
L. Walters
D. Dieker S. Purchase

D. Shanahan (Ali Star) L. W別ters

D. DICker S. Purchase C. Love

M. Anderton (CIC) S. Myles

G. Finney

青Championship winners

ADMINiSTRAroRS - COACHES, CAPTAiNS,

MANAGERS AND SCORERS

SENiORS:

1952　A. Bumdge (Captain/Coach)

1953　A, Bu「ridge (Captain)

1954　A. Bu「ridge (CaptainlCoach)

1955　A. Burridge (Captain)

1 956★ O.J, Metcher (CaptainlCoach)



1 957書O.J. Metcher (CaptainICoach)

1958　O.J. Metche「 (Captain/Coach)

1 959’O.J. Metche「 (CaptainICoach)

1960　O.J, Metcher 〈Captain/Coach

1983 J. Mclntyre (Coach)

1984 J. Mc!ntyre (Coach) D. Dicker (Asst Coach)

S. Nicoiaou (Scorer)

1 985★ J. Mcintyre (Coach)

1986★ M. Hoimes (Asst Coach)

1989　M. Holmes (Coach) D, Dicker (Asst Coach)

1991青P O’Conno「 (Coach)

1992青P O’Conno「 (Coach)

1993　P O’Conno「 (Coach)

1994　M. Winther (Scorer)

1995　M. AndeれOn (Coach) M. Winther (Sco「er)

○○田S

1954’J. Smale (Coach)

1955賀J. Smale (Coach) J. 0’Brien (Manager)

1956書J. Smale (Coach) J. 0’B「ien (Manage「)

Ms P Eggieston (Sco「er)

1957“ J, SmaIe (Coach) J. O’Brien (Manage「)

Ms P Eggieston (Scorer)

1958 J, Smale (Coach) J. O’Brien (Manager)

1961書C. Curwood (Manager)

1966 J. Smale (Scorer)

1970　K. Love (Manager)

1971 K. Love (Manager-AII Star)

1983　S. NicoIaou (Scorer)

1986　M. Simpson (Manager)

UNDER 18

1991 M. Winthe「(Scorer)

1994　C. Myies (Manager)

UNDER 17

1981書S. GIou「y (Manager)

1982書L. OIBrien (Ass章Manager)

1988★ P G10ury (Coach〉 A. Jones (Asst Coach)

UNDER 16

1992　M. Winthe「 (Scorer)

UND各R 15

1981’J, Perry (Coach)

1982 J. Perry (Coach)

1983 J. Perry (Coach)

1987　G, We=s (Asst Coach)

UNDER 13

1979★ P Gioury (Coach)

1981 P O’Brien (AsstCoach)

1984　G. Weiis (Asst Coach)

★ ChampionshiP Winners

VPBL Representatives

1969　M, O’Brien W. 0’Brien (VBAvVPBLJuniO「S-

G eelong)

1983　M. SaleebaN, SaIeeba (VPBLColtslさam -

AIbu「y)

1985　C. Love丁‾rotaro D. SimPSOn (VPBLMinor

Se「ies - Hobart)

1985　D. Simpson (Aii Sta「- Na置ional MinorSenes

1987　D. Simpson (CommonweaIth Cup - Lismore)

199O M.AndertonA. PuI℃hase P O’Conno「

(Commonwealth Cup - Pt Macquarie)
1991　M. Anderton P O’Connor (Commonweaith

Cup - Adelaide)

1993　M. AndeれOn (Commonwea嶋h Cup - BaiIarat)

1995　D. DiCke「 M. Anderton (Commonweaith and

Webb Cup - Darwin)
1995　C. Anderton (Victorian Pep- 1BABoys

ChampionshlPS - -rokyo)



Victorian Representatives

罵ⅥC廿OR量AN
BASEBALL :ま:
ASSOCIAT ION

UNDER 16

1968　W.O’Brien

1969　M.0’Brien

1989　M.WeiIs

UNDER 18
1969　W.O’B「ien

1986　S. Purohase H, Simpson

1987　H.Simpson

1988　PShirley

1990　M.WelIs

1 991　M. Welis

SENIORS (Ciaxton ShieId)
1 983/4 D. Dicke「 (Northem Lerritory representative)

1 984/5 D. Dicke「 (Northern Lerritory representative)

1987/8　D. Simpson D. Shanahan

198819 R. Hogan D. Shanahan D. Simpson

Australian Representatives

UNDER 16
1969　M.O’Brien

1991　M, We=s

UNDER 18

1988　PShi巾ey

1 990　　M. Wells

SENIO FIS
1990　D. Shanahan R. Hogan (Australian Nationa1

「七am representatlVeS-Pe rth.)

1994　M. Anderton (APBL representative-Micronesian

Games,Guam)

ABL Representatives
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Frankston Baseball Cl止b

5 0血AⅢliversary

〆紗鋤需妬%
1形- 1顔

園長弦長田



Frankston Baseball Club
5 0血Amiversary

刃u物需被の
I紡- 1タフり

0 7.卯eきCheγ



Frankston Baseball Club
5 0血Amiversa重y

力線物需効の
1タカ- 1%り

1研0昭詑抑



Frankston Baseball Cl止b

5 0血Amiversary

力線勃需劾%
1ク界- Iク%

よ勧花厄榔e



Of General Interest

... Ray Chapple insisted on an Attendance Book being signed after each prac血ce session.

… During February 1969, a ’“Mystery Beach Picnic’’was held as a social activity.

...一'Little Tbtts一一was used as a fund-raiser.

... Apractice match was he獲d against the Sou血Melboune Baseball Club at the Cranboume Road ground.

... The ABC televised the 1964 VPBL final between瓜e DBA and Ba11arat. Ba11arat won l/0.

… Peter Fimey (Club Coach in 1970 and Under 15 premiership Coach in 1987) played in瓜e 1966

Chrysler Cup in Adelaide in company with such players as Rod Owen, Ross Straw, Alan Tinner, Kei血

Whitford and John VAdsworth Jnr.

... The DBA was so highly organised in 1964血at the ’’Standard’’published瓜e Duty Roster for clubs

required to assist in orga血sing血e camival matches at血e Bonbeach ground.

… On 27 June, 1965,瓜e Club played a Sunday inter-Club match against the St Kilda c山b. The A’s Iost

4/8, but瓜e B’s had a comfortal)le 7/2 win. Fred Wbmersley was captain of血e B Grade team.

... Social membership of血e Club commen∞d in 1967. Subscription? $2.00

... Mick Fletcher, a fom記r player, WaS a fomrer Olympian (Yichting), and America’s Cup Advisor and

is now a Commentator on血e Sydney to Hd〕art lねchting Classic.

... Jo餌.e Metcher, WaS One OfFreddie Dawson’s (forner wo血d lightweight boxer) chiefsparring partners.

… Bob NichoIs, a forner player and now an American citizen , Was Advisor to Presidents Ford and Carter

On Nuclear Physics.

... Vietnam veterans were Chris Atkins, Geoff Hawker & Ross Tbschendorff, Players of血e 60’s.

... Junior Victorian representatives (years not availal)le) were Stewart NichoIs, Bill Souter and Jim Harvey.

... B皿Souter was also a cricketer of note, being a member of血e VIcto血m She鯖eld S血eld Seoond XI.

... Daryl Dicker hit a home rm at Parry Field in a 1991/92 ABL game.

… Cr and Mrs Henry Vun獲ey呼rankston’s Mayor狐d MayoresS) attended the 1968 Ilesenta血on Night.

... During the 1994 season Anthony Richards and Dean Stephens hit血eir血st home rm!

… 1970 - Senior team attended TV Ringside at Channel O.

… 1978 - Cl血s Love (now a fully-matured ”Tbmato“) was the youngest player to ever win血e A Grade

O’Brien Medal. C血is was a nember of the Dandenong club at血e time.



-.. Early VBAteams included ’一The Angus’一(a former Melboume newspaper), YMCA, and血e Melboune

Cricket Club.

... The O’Brien Medal was named after fonner Fr狐kston player/o縦cial - John O’Brien.

… Paul O,Brien was Club scribe to the一一Frankston News一. in 1969.

... Peter Gloury became the first Property Steward in 1973.

... Cost of a full unifom in 1974 was $15.00 SubscIPtions for senior players was $20.00 (plus a match

fee of 40 cents) and juniors $ 10.00.

… Jo血O,Brien, When u皿piring, WOuld break up fights by swinging his umpires mask around his head!

...血1979, fomer umpire, Jo血cachton, Was PreSented wi血a pair of spectacles - for a va丘ety ofreasons!

... 1985 Special Award Vinners - Ji皿Prokhovink (Most Irregular PIayeI), and Jim Ferron (Special K

Aw狐d).

… Stewart McClelland (younger brother of Rod) was nicknamed ’’Steamboati’as he reg山arly eヰioyed a

quiet smoke in the outfield.

… The late David Smth could not be accormodated in Clarrie Curwood’s truck one day, SO he rode his

bicycle all血e way to瓜e Springvale ground for a game.

... In 1955 Rod McCle11and rolled his fa血er’s car on his way hone. Unfortunately, it also crashed through

億1e front fence of the local member of the Police Force!

... The late Clarrie Curwood’s truck had two red gu皿posts insta11ed to support瓜e suspension!

... Gordon Jeffs was an accomplished base runner due to山s speed around血e diamond.

... Nom Tinda皿, One Of血e original players at the Club and still living in FImkston, WaS Captain of血e

VRA team血at competed in the 1953 Camival Series.

... Les Hyde was known as ”The Pocket Snatcher’’as he often (accidentally?) held rumers on first base

by grabbing血eir pocket!

… HaI]ey Simpson, as a reSult of errors by血e apposition, SCOred a hoIne run in an Under 12 match at Baden

Powe11 ground by hitting not a home rm, but a BUNT! (Think ahout it. it is quite possible to do so!)

... Paul Duncan had thirteen consecutive safe hits in C grade games against Monash and Dandenong
Va11ey during血e 1992 season.



Final VIねrd

Frankston Baseball Club can be quite proud of血e

fact that it has achieved its ’’Golden Jubilee’一as a

SPOrting organisation.

Over the years it has experienced its highs and

lows bo血on and o挿血e field, but血e achievements

Of its past and present players and administrators

has resulted in the Club eaming a very high reputa-

tion in瓜e district baseban fratemity.

Spo血ng clubs have generally fo皿owed a cyclic

PrOCeSS Of development insofar as瓜e older, mOre

experienced players have given way to younger

Players. The tee-ballers and Under 12’s of today

Will hopefully be血e senior players in血e new

Century. They will go away on Camival trips, win

Or lose cIose matches, ePjoy血e Club’s social ac-

tivities, and again, hopefully, develop into people

that血e Club will be proud to have as members.

The history of a sporting club is never really

COntained in its facilities. It is made up of people

and events and their interaction on each other.

There is no doubt that the Club has developed a

tradition and personality a11 of its own.

Like so many other sports, baseba11 has its

rituals, Plays, VOCabulary, and ofcourse its p宣ayers・

That such a game - a nine-a-Side team game played

With a bat, ba11 and gloves - has endured, is

evidence of the commitment of those who have

firstly played血e g狐1e, and血en assisted in its

administration.

冒b conclude血is brief history of瓜e Frankston

Baseba11 C血b, it is a押ropriate血at some considera-

tionbe given to血e future of血e Club. It is andcipated

血at血e next few years may not be as predictable as

血e past fifty mai血y because血re broad areas of aport

and recreation are constantly changing.

At present there is a very comfortable, eaSy-

going attitude within血e Club and long may that

COntinue (to a degree). There is, however, a Wide

Variety of choices for today’s young people in血e

SPOrt and recreational area. It would therefore ap-

Pear血at sone measure of medium to Iong-range

Plaming is required,
This applies pa血cula血y in the area of player

recruitnent. There is su縦cient expe血se within血e

Club to develop strategies for future development,

and accordingly such a task sho山d be a priority in

order that the Club can continue to do what it has

excelled in over血e years - Participating in a great

game and enjoying each other’s company血ere-

a債er



Hqpeめsee you a〃 at the 75胸高n 2020
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